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True Humility 
 
 

Monday: No Peace for the Wicked 
 
Isaiah 57:14  It shall be said, "Build up, build up, prepare the way, remove every 

obstruction from my people's way." 15  For thus says the high and lofty one who 
inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy: I dwell in the high and holy place, and 
also with those who are contrite and humble in spirit, to revive the spirit of the 
humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite. 16  For I will not continually 
accuse, nor will I always be angry; for then the spirits would grow faint before 
me, even the souls that I have made. 17  Because of their wicked covetousness I 
was angry; I struck them, I hid and was angry; but they kept turning back to 
their own ways. 18  I have seen their ways, but I will heal them; I will lead them 
and repay them with comfort, creating for their mourners the fruit of the lips. 19  
Peace, peace, to the far and the near, says the LORD; and I will heal them. 20  
But the wicked are like the tossing sea that cannot keep still; its waters toss up 
mire and mud. 21  There is no peace, says my God, for the wicked.  

 

The central thrust of this passage is that peace is to be found the closer we 

live to our Creator: “the high and lofty one who inhabits eternity... will heal 

them... will lead them... will repay them with comfort”.  This is not dependent on 

being spiritually pure, or religiously correct, or even being happy and well. This is 

the action of God in our lives and is called Grace. 

 

God chooses to withdraw peace from the wicked and instead to bless the 

humble.   

 

For Thought 
Peace, perfect peace, by thronging duties pressed? 

To do the will of Jesus, this is rest... 

Peace, perfect peace, with sorrows surging round? 

On Jesus’ bosom naught but calm is found. 

Peace, perfect peace, ’mid suffering’s sharpest throes? 

The sympathy of Jesus breathes repose 

Edward H. Bickersteth, 1875 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://library.timelesstruths.org/music/_/Bickersteth_Edward_H/?sortby=author
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Tuesday: The Lord your God is in the house. 
 
Zepaniah 3:1  Ah, soiled, defiled, oppressing city!  
Zep 3:2  It has listened to no voice; it has accepted no correction. It has not trusted 

in the LORD; it has not drawn near to its God.3  The officials within it are 
roaring lions; its judges are evening wolves that leave nothing until the 
morning. 4  Its prophets are reckless, faithless persons; its priests have profaned 
what is sacred, they have done violence to the law.  

Zep 3:8  Therefore wait for me, says the LORD, for the day when I arise as a 
witness. ......... 

Zep 3:11  On that day you shall not be put to shame because of all the deeds by 
which you have rebelled against me; for then I will remove from your midst 
your proudly exultant ones, and you shall no longer be haughty in my holy 
mountain.12  For I will leave in the midst of you a people humble and lowly. 
They shall seek refuge in the name of the LORD--13  the remnant of Israel; they 
shall do no wrong and utter no lies, nor shall a deceitful tongue be found in their 
mouths. Then they will pasture and lie down, and no one shall make them 
afraid.  

Zep 3:16  On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: Do not fear, O Zion; do not let 
your hands grow weak. 17  The LORD, your God, is in your midst, a warrior 
who gives victory; he will rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew you in 
his love; he will exult over you with loud singing 18  as on a day of festival. I will 
remove disaster from you, so that you will not bear reproach for it. 19  I will 
deal with all your oppressors at that time. And I will save the lame and gather 
the outcast, and I will change their shame into praise and renown in all the 
earth. 20  At that time I will bring you home, at the time when I gather you; for 
I will make you renowned and praised among all the peoples of the earth, when 
I restore your fortunes before your eyes, says the LORD.  

 

 

Zephaniah, a descendant of King Hezekiah, lived in Jerusalem at the time of 

King Josiah. While Josiah is recorded as a God-fearing ruler, Amon his father, 

and grandfather Manasseh were amongst the worst kings in Judah’s history. 

This left Jerusalem a “soiled, defiled, oppressing city”,   with officials, judges 

and priests who have “done violence to the law”.  The prophet Zephaniah notes 

that the nation will be scattered, but the remnant left behind in Jerusalem will 

discover the blessing of God “and no one shall make them afraid”. He then 

concludes with the promise to “save the lame and gather the outcast, and ... 

change their shame into praise and renown in all the earth”.  

 

We are confronted by this Godly passion for the poor, the outcast and the ‘left 

behind’. It is easy to ignore such people in favour of the powerful and the rich.  

We have a choice: either to be with God, or to be with the “roaring lions” and 

the “evening wolves”.  

 

Choose.   
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He sent me to give the Good News to the poor,  

Tell prisoners that they are prisoners no more,  

Tell blind people that they can see,  

And set the downtrodden free  

And go tell everyone the news that the Kingdom of God has come,  

 

 

Wednesday: Humility and Repentance 
 
2Chronicles 7:11  Thus Solomon finished the house of the LORD and the king's 

house; all that Solomon had planned to do in the house of the LORD and in his 
own house he successfully accomplished. 12  Then the LORD appeared to 
Solomon in the night and said to him: "I have heard your prayer, and have 
chosen this place for myself as a house of sacrifice. 13  When I shut up the 
heavens so that there is no rain, or command the locust to devour the land, or 
send pestilence among my people, 14  if my people who are called by my name 
humble themselves, pray, seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I 
will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land. 15  Now my 
eyes will be open and my ears attentive to the prayer that is made in this place. 
16  For now I have chosen and consecrated this house so that my name may be 
there forever; my eyes and my heart will be there for all time. 17  As for you, if 
you walk before me, as your father David walked, doing according to all that I 
have commanded you and keeping my statutes and my ordinances, 18  then I 
will establish your royal throne, as I made covenant with your father David 
saying, 'You shall never lack a successor to rule over Israel.' 19  "But if you turn 
aside and forsake my statutes and my commandments that I have set before 
you, and go and serve other gods and worship them, 20  then I will pluck you up 
from the land that I have given you; and this house, which I have consecrated 
for my name, I will cast out of my sight, and will make it a proverb and a 
byword among all peoples. 21  And regarding this house, now exalted, everyone 
passing by will be astonished, and say, 'Why has the LORD done such a thing to 
this land and to this house?' 22  Then they will say, 'Because they abandoned the 
LORD the God of their ancestors who brought them out of the land of Egypt, and 
they adopted other gods, and worshipped them and served them; therefore he 
has brought all this calamity upon them.'"  

 

2 Chronicles 7:14 is a very well known text, mostly used to encourage people to 

return to the ways of God. Various countries – including South Africa – have 

witnessed national calls to repentance, followed by pleas for God to fulfil his 

promise to heal our land.  

 

While the “lifting” of this test into our contemporary context is 

understandable, we need to remember that this is history. Chronicles was 

written after the Israelites returned from exile to explain why they were 

conquered. As the rebuilding of the temple was undertaken by Ezra, the 
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question loomed large: “what must the people do to avoid a repeat of the 

destruction of the next temple?” The Chronicler goes back to the dedication of 

Solomon’s temple and records the injunction to “be humble, pray, seek God’s will, 

and turn from wicked ways”. Hope is found in the promise that God will forgive 

and heal the nation. 

 

We who follow Jesus can learn from the history of our faith: we are called to a 

life of obedience to God. When we stop being obedient, our relationship with our 

Creator, with our fellow citizens, and even with our land is broken.  The healing 

of God is available. This is not divine magic that falls from heaven, but is rather 

a consequence of our humility and repentance. We are thus active participants in 

the healing of our lives – in partnership with God.     

 

 

Thursday: Obey your Rulers? 
 
Romans 13:1  Let every person be subject to the governing authorities; for there is 

no authority except from God, and those authorities that exist have been 
instituted by God. 2  Therefore whoever resists authority resists what God has 
appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment.3  For rulers are not a 
terror to good conduct, but to bad. Do you wish to have no fear of the authority? 
Then do what is good, and you will receive its approval; 4  for it is God's servant 
for your good. But if you do what is wrong, you should be afraid, for the 
authority does not bear the sword in vain! It is the servant of God to execute 
wrath on the wrongdoer. 5  Therefore one must be subject, not only because of 
wrath but also because of conscience. 6  For the same reason you also pay taxes, 
for the authorities are God's servants, busy with this very thing. 7  Pay to all 
what is due them--taxes to whom taxes are due, revenue to whom revenue is 
due, respect to whom respect is due, honor to whom honor is due. 8  Owe no one 
anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled 
the law. 9  The commandments, "You shall not commit adultery; You shall not 
murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet"; and any other commandment, 
are summed up in this word, "Love your neighbor as yourself." 10  Love does no 
wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.  

 

These words must have been very hard for the Jesus-followers in Rome to hear. 

Paul is asking them to “be subject to the governing authorities”.  He continues 

by pointing out that “whoever resists authority resists what God has appointed”.  

The prospect of obedience to Caesar and the Roman Empire was particularly 

unpleasant, because the Empire persecuted the followers of Jesus.  Paul is 

asking the followers of Jesus be respectful of the Emperor, even though the 

circumstances were extremely difficult. This is not condoning the cruelty of the 

Emperor, but is asking the followers of Jesus to be circumspect in their 

dealings with the Empire. They were to live lives of personal holiness, and so 

fulfil the law - but not challenge it.  This is probably because the Christians in 
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Rome were an extremely small and vulnerable group, who would do best in 

setting personal examples of love.   

 

These words resonate through history as amongst the most abused in the Bible. 

Oppressive governments – such as the Apartheid government of Dr Verwoerd 

and PW Botha – use these words to solicit obedience to their evil laws.  It must 

therefore be said that while we note these words of Paul, we do not live in 

Rome. Neither are we a struggling minority religion. We are therefore not 

obliged to follow Paul’s advice to remain out of sight. We live in countries that 

allow Christian belief and practice, and where the Christian voice is often 

powerful and influential. We are challenged to find ways of living faithfully 

within political systems / states / empires that are often wicked and ethically 

irresponsible. Paul’s suggestion that followers of Jesus ought to live holy lives is 

a useful suggestion.  

 

At the same time Paul adds that rulers are “God's servant for your good.“  This 

then becomes the obligation of those who govern – to represent the goodness of 

God. It therefore follows that when rulers stop being “God’s servant for your 

good” they forfeit the right to rule. And at this point, the followers of Jesus 

are to use every vote, all their political influence, all the social pressure they 

can muster, and the collective power of their prayers to remove rulers who 

refuse to be the servants of God.   

 

Let us be good citizens – of the Kingdom of Heaven. 

 

For thought 

Tyrant thrones and idol shrines, 

Let them from their place be hurled; 

Enter on Thy better reign, 

Wear the crown of this poor world 

 

Empires, temples, sceptres, thrones, 

May they all for God be won; 

And, in every human heart, 

Father, let Thy kingdom come 

 
Lyrics:   John Page Hopps 1834 

 

 

      

https://www.hymnal.net/en/search/all/author/John+Page+Hopps?t=h&n=795
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Friday: Do Good 
1Peter 3:8  Finally, all of you, have unity of spirit, sympathy, love for one another, 

a tender heart, and a humble mind. 9  Do not repay evil for evil or abuse for 
abuse; but, on the contrary, repay with a blessing. It is for this that you were 
called--that you might inherit a blessing. 10  For "Those who desire life and 
desire to see good days, let them keep their tongues from evil and their lips from 
speaking deceit; 11  let them turn away from evil and do good; let them seek 
peace and pursue it. 12  For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and his 
ears are open to their prayer. But the face of the Lord is against those who do 
evil."  

 

It is thought that the Apostle Peter wrote this letter from the city of Rome in 

about 67 A.D. 1 This was the time of the outbreak of the persecution of the 

Roman Christians by the Emperor Nero, and the subsequent scattering of the 

followers of Jesus. This letter is written to "the exiles," or "the strangers in 

dispersion:" (1 Pet 1:1b-2a) to encourage them to remain faithful to all they have 

learned from Jesus. Despite their suffering they are instructed: “Do not repay 

evil for evil or abuse for abuse.... repay with a blessing”;  In spite of the violence 

and fear  “seek peace and pursue it.” Jesus followers are to “desire life and 

desire to see good days”. 

 

A passage such as this does not need me to add to it. This is inspirational. 

Clearly it is also difficult – if it was easy it would not have been written down. 

But at the same time this resonates with our deepest longing for a life driven by 

the values of Jesus.  

 

Let us live the Jesus-life to the very best of our ability, refusing to give up the 

values of love and justice for the grubby impulses of revenge and bitterness.     

 

 

Lord of all creation holds our lives in His hands 

The God of all the nations holds our lives in His hands 

The Rock of our salvation holds our lives in His hands 

He cares for them just as He cares for you 

 

So love them like Jesus, love them like Jesus 

You don't need the answers to all of life's questions 

Just know that He loves them and stay by their side 

Love them like Jesus 

Love them like Jesus 
Casting Crowns “Love them like Jesus” 

 
1 Peter says he wrote it from Babylon (5:13) – a term that was commonly used by the Christians 

of that century to refer to Rome,  



Third Week of November 

7 
 

Saturday: Do Good: Stand with the sinners 
 
Luke 18:9  He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they 
were righteous and regarded others with contempt:  
Luke 18:10  "Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a 
tax collector. 11  The Pharisee, standing by himself, was praying thus, 'God, I thank 
you that I am not like other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this tax 
collector. 12  I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all my income.' 13  But the tax 
collector, standing far off, would not even look up to heaven, but was beating his 
breast and saying, 'God, be merciful to me, a sinner!' 14  I tell you, this man went 
down to his home justified rather than the other; for all who exalt themselves will 
be humbled, but all who humble themselves will be exalted."  
 

The self-righteous Pharisee thanks God that he is not like those who belonged 

to the group of ‘excluded people’ called am-haaretz  “or even like this tax 

collector”.2 His is a prayer expressing gratitude that he is superior to the local 

sinners. Oh, and he also inserted a bit of a brag about how faithful he has been 

in keeping the religious rules.  He epitomises the lurking temptation within all of 

us – to think of ourselves as ‘better’ than others. And so we join churches, wear 

religious clothing, sing our own special God-songs, and talk our religious language: 

all to show those who are not in the religious club how well we know God, and 

how little they do.  

 

Jesus-followers choose to sneak into the back of the church in order to stand 

alongside those who hesitate to approach God because they know that they are 

aliens in the household of God. Our correct place is alongside the thieves, 

rogues, adulterers  and anyone else who longs for a touch of God’s love.  

And to love being with them.  

     

 

 
Ordinary 30 / Pentecost +23 
52 True Humility  
The Scripture passage for the day is drawn from Reuben Job and Norman Shawchuck, A Guide to 
Prayer for Ministers and other Servants, (Nashville, The Upper Room 1983), 317.  
This reflection is from my own devotional exercises for the day. 

  

 
 

 
2 Tax collectors in the time of Jesus were considered sinful because they worked for the Roman 

Empire and handled money that bore the head of the Emperor. On both counts this disqualified 

a religious Jew from worship in the temple – not only because it violated the command about “no 

graven images”, but also because co-operation with the oppressor was guaranteed to exclude a 

Jew as a traitor.  
 


