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Christ the King 
 
Monday: Can anything good come from Nazareth? 
John 1:43  The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to 
him, "Follow me." 44  Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and 
Peter. 45  Philip found Nathanael and said to him, "We have found him about whom 
Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth." 
46  Nathanael said to him, "Can anything good come out of Nazareth?" Philip said 
to him, "Come and see." 47  When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said 
of him, "Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!" 48  Nathanael asked 
him, "Where did you get to know me?" Jesus answered, "I saw you under the fig 
tree before Philip called you." 49  Nathanael replied, "Rabbi, you are the Son of 
God! You are the King of Israel!" 50  Jesus answered, "Do you believe because I told 
you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than these." 51  
And he said to him, "Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the 
angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man."  
 
The Arabic name for Nazareth is an-Nāṣira  ( اْلنَاِصَرة), a town that is currently the 

largest city in the North District of Israel. In the time of Jesus, Nathanael is scornfully 

dismissive of this town, implying that little of value could be expected from it. Today this 

town generates controversy and tourism in equal measure. There are ongoing tensions 

between Christians and Muslims over a site where a nephew of Saladin is believed to be 

buried, and Christians from all over the world come in pilgrimage.  

 

Of interest is that “Jesus of Nazareth” is the appellation assigned to Jesus the Christ by 

history – but this is mostly the history of the English translations of the Bible. The original 

Greek form is   "Jesus the Nazarēnos" or "Jesus theNazōraios” (Ναζωραῖος) better translated 

as Jesus the Nazarene.1 Around 331 Eusebius records that the Christ was called a Nazoraean, 

and that in earlier centuries Christians, were once called Nazarenes.  

 

So where do we go from here? One thought that strikes me is that we are all known by the 

places we come from – but we are not trapped by them! We can be more than the 

environment we were born into – and we can be more than whatever our home town 

becomes. We are first and foremost the children of God. And God sees us for what we can 

become, and not for where we come from.     

 
 
Tuesday: Who touched me? 
Luke 8:43  Now there was a woman who had been suffering from haemorrhages 
for twelve years; and though she had spent all she had on physicians, no one could 
cure her. 44  She came up behind him and touched the fringe of his clothes, and 
immediately her haemorrhage stopped. 45  Then Jesus asked, "Who touched me?" 
When all denied it, Peter said, "Master, the crowds surround you and press in on 
you." 46  But Jesus said, "Someone touched me; for I noticed that power had gone 
out from me." 47  When the woman saw that she could not remain hidden, she came 

 
1 A Nazarene was an Israelite who had taken special vows of dedication to Yahweh whereby he 

abstained for a specified period of time from using alcohol and grape products, cutting his hair, and 
approaching corpses. At the end of the period he was required to immerse himself in water for 
cleansing. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cities_in_Israel
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_District_(Israel)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eusebius
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nazoraean
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trembling; and falling down before him, she declared in the presence of all the 
people why she had touched him, and how she had been immediately healed. 48  He 
said to her, "Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace."  
 
Luke uses this chapter to tell of the particular emphasis of Jesus’ ministry. It begins with 

Jesus ignoring a religious and cultural taboo by walking into a graveyard and speaking to a 

mentally distressed man. He then associates himself with a woman who suffered from what 

his culture considered to be the defilement of menstrual bleeding. And finally he touches a 

dead girl – something that would put him outside of every that is accepted by his community.  

 

This is about Jesus exercising a preferential option for the poor. He deliberately chooses to 

shower compassion and kindness on those who are kicked to the curb by society. And he 

drags his disciples, his friends, and everyone else with him. If we want to follow Jesus, we 

will spend time with people in the graveyards of their lives, with people bleeding from the 

wounds they carry, and speaking life to people who are dying.                 
 
 
Wednesday: Struggle 
Acts 17:1-9  Paul and Silas in Thessalonica 1 Now when they had passed through 
Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where there was a 
synagogue of the Jews. 2 And Paul went in, as was his custom, and on three 
Sabbath days he reasoned with them from the Scriptures, 3 explaining and proving 
that it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead, and saying, 
“This Jesus, whom I proclaim to you, is the Christ.” 4 And some of them were 
persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as did a great many of the devout Greeks and 
not a few of the leading women. 5 But the Jews were jealous, and taking some 
wicked men of the rabble, they formed a mob, set the city in an uproar, and 
attacked the house of Jason, seeking to bring them out to the crowd. 6 And when 
they could not find them, they dragged Jason and some of the brothers before the 
city authorities, shouting, “These men who have turned the world upside down have 
come here also, 7 and Jason has received them, and they are all acting against the 
decrees of Caesar, saying that there is another king, Jesus.” 8 And the people and 
the city authorities were disturbed when they heard these things. 9 And when they 
had taken money as security from Jason and the rest, they let them go.  
 
This message 'turned the world upside down'. This is the nature of our relationship with 

Jesus: he takes us beyond what is comfortable. Someone once said that 'he comforts the 

afflicted and afflicts the comfortable'. Pray to be disturbed by Jesus. 

 

 
Thursday : Jesus Needs It! 
Luke 19:28  After he had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 29  
When he had come near Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called the Mount of 
Olives, he sent two of the disciples, 30  saying, "Go into the village ahead of you, 
and as you enter it you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden. Untie it 
and bring it here. 31  If anyone asks you, 'Why are you untying it?' just say this, 
'The Lord needs it.'" 32  So those who were sent departed and found it as he had told 
them. 33  As they were untying the colt, its owners asked them, "Why are you 
untying the colt?" 34  They said, "The Lord needs it." 35  Then they brought it to 
Jesus; and after throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it. 36  As he rode 

http://www.rockinthought.blogspot.com/2013/11/struggle.html
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along, people kept spreading their cloaks on the road. 37  As he was now 
approaching the path down from the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the 
disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the deeds of power 
that they had seen, 38  saying, "Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the 
Lord! Peace in heaven, and glory in the highest heaven!" 39  Some of the Pharisees 
in the crowd said to him, "Teacher, order your disciples to stop." 40  He answered, 
"I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out." 
 
I have heard many sermons that use the name of Jesus to persuade people to donate their hard 

earned cash/possessions to keep the local church – and pastor - solvent. So when I hear that 

“The Lord needs it” I am already looking for the catch. Whether it is my money, or the colt 

tied up outside the house, the question that rings in my mind is – “Who says Jesus needs it?” 

 

The story of Jesus and the colt offer us a clue in dealing with demands for money or 

possessions. The fact is that everything we have belongs to God. With God’s blessing we are 

to use and enjoy our possessions in God’s service.  So when Jesus asks for the colt, it is freely 

given. But this has nothing to do with enriching an individual, or entrenching the power of 

the religious institution. 

Let us not be fooled into donating money just because someone uses the name of Jesus. Let 

us donate generously only after a thorough investigation, ensuring that the work of Jesus is 

promoted rather than entrenching the power and status of the religious leader or the religious 

institution. 

 

 
Friday:    I am what I am 
1Corithians 15:1  Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news 
that I proclaimed to you, which you in turn received, in which also you stand, 2  
through which also you are being saved, if you hold firmly to the message that I 
proclaimed to you--unless you have come to believe in vain. 3  For I handed on to 
you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that Christ died for our sins 
in accordance with the scriptures, 4  and that he was buried, and that he was raised 
on the third day in accordance with the scriptures, 5  and that he appeared to 
Cephas, then to the twelve. 6  Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers 
and sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have died. 7  Then 
he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8  Last of all, as to one untimely 
born, he appeared also to me. 9  For I am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called 
an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10  But by the grace of God I am 
what I am, and his grace toward me has not been in vain. On the contrary, I 
worked harder than any of them--though it was not I, but the grace of God that is 
with me. 11  Whether then it was I or they, so we proclaim and so you have come to 
believe.  
 
"I am what I am" is a song originally introduced in the Tony Award-winning Broadway 

musical La Cage aux Folles (1983–1987). The song was then released by Gloria Gaynor and 

has taken on a life of its own beyond the musical. It has become an anthem of self-assertion 

against the abuse and derision that is experienced by gay people.2 

 

 
2  It eventually became one of two Gaynor songs to serve as rallying cries for the gay pride movement 

(the other being 1978's "I Will Survive"). 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gloria_Gaynor
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gay_pride
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/I_Will_Survive
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However, these words are much older than this. They are found in the writings of St Paul (1 

Cor 15:10). But they are not original to Paul, because they originate in Exodus 3:14 where 

Moses asks for insight into the character of God: “God said to Moses, ‘I AM WHO I AM.’”   

 

When Paul uses this phrase he is not offering a defiant assertion of his identity, but is rather 

asserting the new identity that he finds in Christ. He has been welcomed by Jesus, even 

though his persecution of Christians made him “unfit to be called an apostle”.  This then is 

the good news of our faith: we are not condemned to be trapped by our past – we can become 

more: “I AM”, The God of all Creation, will take up residence in our lives and transform us. 

We can become a visible expression of “I AM” in our own living.  When a Jesus-follower 

says “I am what I am” we speak of the way God is at work in us transforming us to become 

what God has dreamed we can become. 

I am what I am 

I am my own special creation 

So come take a look 

Give me the hook or the ovation 

It's my world 

That I want to have a little pride 

My world 

And it's not a place I have to hide in 

Life's not worth a dam till I can say 

I am what I am 

Songwriters: OWEN,MARK 

Published by Lyrics © EMI Music 
 

 
Saturday: In Remembrance 
Matthew 26:6  Now while Jesus was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, 7  
a woman came to him with an alabaster jar of very costly ointment, and she 
poured it on his head as he sat at the table. 8  But when the disciples saw it, they 
were angry and said, "Why this waste? 9  For this ointment could have been sold 
for a large sum, and the money given to the poor." 10  But Jesus, aware of this, said 
to them, "Why do you trouble the woman? She has performed a good service for 
me. 11  For you always have the poor with you, but you will not always have me. 12  
By pouring this ointment on my body she has prepared me for burial. 13  Truly I tell 
you, wherever this good news is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done 
will be told in remembrance of her."  
 
Jesus is publicly anointed by a woman at the house of Simon the leper. She has no name, no 

history, and no reason is given for her action. But “what she has done will be told in 

remembrance of her”.   The core of the life and teaching of Jesus had to do with affirming the 

no-bodies of life. He is to be found at the house of a leper, he allows a woman with ‘no name’ 

to find affirmation – and he hangs out with people like you and me. Jesus-followers do not 

find their affirmation in fame or wealth or power. We find our worth in this one thing: that 

we are loved by God.    
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Last Sunday after Pentecost 
56 Christ the King  
The Scripture passage for the day is drawn from Reuben Job and Norman Shawchuck, A 
Guide to Prayer for Ministers and other Servants, (Nashville, The Upper Room 1983), 341.  
This reflection is from my own devotional exercises for the day. 
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