
Servants of Christ 

 

Monday: Whosoever will may come.... 
 

Matthew 10:1  Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over 

unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every disease and every sickness. 2  These are 

the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon, also known as Peter, and his brother Andrew; 

James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; 3  Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and 

Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4  Simon the Cananaean, 

and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed him. 5  These twelve Jesus sent out with the 

following instructions: "Go nowhere among the Gentiles, and enter no town of the 

Samaritans, 6  but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 7  As you go, proclaim 

the good news, 'The kingdom of heaven has come near.' 8  Cure the sick, raise the dead, 

cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. You received without payment; give without payment. 9  

Take no gold, or silver, or copper in your belts, 10  no bag for your journey, or two tunics, or 

sandals, or a staff; for laborers deserve their food. 11  Whatever town or village you enter, 

find out who in it is worthy, and stay there until you leave. 12  As you enter the house, greet 

it. 13  If the house is worthy, let your peace come upon it; but if it is not worthy, let your 

peace return to you. 14  If anyone will not welcome you or listen to your words, shake off the 

dust from your feet as you leave that house or town. 15  Truly I tell you, it will be more 

tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of judgment than for that town.  

 

Jesus collects a motley crew: Simon “quick with his knife” Peter, James and John the short-

tempered “sons of thunder”, Philip of Greek extraction, the hard to convince Thomas, 

Matthew the government official, Simon the revolutionary freedom-fighter, and Judas the 

betrayer.  

 

Here is the amazing thing about following Jesus – anyone and everyone is welcome to join 

the band of Jesus-followers. The good news is that this means that someone like me (or you) 

are welcome; the challenge is for us to welcome the strange, difficult, different and unique 

people that hang out with Jesus.   

 

Song 

“Whosoever heareth,” shout, shout the sound! 

Spread the blessèd tidings all the world around; 

Spread the joyful news wherever man is found; 

“Whosoever will may come.” 

Refrain 

“Whosoever will, whosoever will,” 

Send the proclamation over vale and hill; 

’Tis a loving Father, calls the wanderer home: 

“Whosoever will, may come.” 

     Words & Music: Philip P. Bliss,  

 

 

 

 

 

http://cyberhymnal.org/bio/b/l/i/bliss_pp.htm


Tuesday: Wise and serpents and innocent as doves... 
 

Matthew 10:16  "See, I am sending you out like sheep into the midst of wolves; so be wise as 

serpents and innocent as doves. 17  Beware of them, for they will hand you over to councils 

and flog you in their synagogues; 18  and you will be dragged before governors and kings 

because of me, as a testimony to them and the Gentiles. 19  When they hand you over, do not 

worry about how you are to speak or what you are to say; for what you are to say will be 

given to you at that time; 20  for it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father 

speaking through you. 21  Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child, and 

children will rise against parents and have them put to death; 22  and you will be hated by all 

because of my name. But the one who endures to the end will be saved. 23  When they 

persecute you in one town, flee to the next; for truly I tell you, you will not have gone through 

all the towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes.  

 

Followers of Jesus are to anticipate struggle, persecution, betrayal, hatred and even death. We 

are therefore invited to “endure to the end” - when we will be saved.  This is a far cry from 

some modern Christians who seem to think that following Jesus will bring blessings, 

appreciation, love... and financial reward.  

The fact is – we all want wealth, health and happiness. And so we are tempted to sign up for a 

religion that promises to supply this in abundance. But this is not the way of Jesus. For this 

reason Jesus warns us to become “wise and serpents and innocent as doves”. This asks us to 

become tough, stubborn, and enduring in our capacity to follow Jesus - while at the same 

time uncompromising in our compassion to the weak and the forgotten people who have no 

way of rewarding us.  

 

Wednesday: Being the light 
 

Matthew 10:24  "A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the master; 25  it is 

enough for the disciple to be like the teacher, and the slave like the master. If they have called 

the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his household! 

26  "So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered, and 

nothing secret that will not become known. 27  What I say to you in the dark, tell in the light; 

and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops. 28  Do not fear those who kill 

the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 

29  Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart 

from your Father. 30  And even the hairs of your head are all counted. 31  So do not be 

afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows. 32  "Everyone therefore who 

acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge before my Father in heaven; 33  but 

whoever denies me before others, I also will deny before my Father in heaven. 34  "Do not 

think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring peace, but a 

sword. 35  For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her 

mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; 36  and one's foes will be 

members of one's own household. 37  Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not 

worthy of me; and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; 38  and 

whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 39  Those who find 

their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 40  "Whoever 

welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. 41  

Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a prophet's reward; and 

http://www.creflodollarministries.org/
http://www.bennyhinn.org/


whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of a righteous person will receive the 

reward of the righteous; 42  and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little 

ones in the name of a disciple--truly I tell you, none of these will lose their reward."  

 

Christ-followers are asked to live transparently and without fear. As recorded by Matthew: 

"nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered, and nothing secret that will not become 

known.   What I say to you in the dark, tell in the light”   This is the uncompromising truth 

that we live by. We refuse to accept bribes, or to offer service in exchange for special 

favours, or to use our position and status for personal benefit.  

 

This is a personal commitment that must be sustained every day. This is also a commitment 

to being part of community movements such as Exposed, or Unashamedly Ethical.  Christ 

followers choose to live “in the light” - even if this costs us friendships and family 

relationships.  Our commitment is to being the light in a dark world.      

 

When we walk with the Lord in the light of His Word, 

What a glory He sheds on our way! 

While we do His good will, He abides with us still, 

And with all who will trust and obey. 

Words: John H. Sammis, 1887. 

 

 

Thursday: Boasting... 
 

2Corinthians 11:12  And what I do I will also continue to do, in order to deny an 

opportunity to those who want an opportunity to be recognized as our equals in what they 

boast about. 13  For such boasters are false apostles, deceitful workers, disguising 

themselves as apostles of Christ. 14  And no wonder! Even Satan disguises himself as an 

angel of light. 15  So it is not strange if his ministers also disguise themselves as ministers of 

righteousness. Their end will match their deeds.  

................ 

2Co 12:5  On behalf of such a one I will boast, but on my own behalf I will not boast, except 

of my weaknesses. 6  But if I wish to boast, I will not be a fool, for I will be speaking the 

truth. But I refrain from it, so that no one may think better of me than what is seen in me or 

heard from me, 7  even considering the exceptional character of the revelations. Therefore, to 

keep me from being too elated, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to 

torment me, to keep me from being too elated.8  Three times I appealed to the Lord about 

this, that it would leave me, 9  but he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for power is 

made perfect in weakness." So, I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the 

power of Christ may dwell in me. 10  Therefore I am content with weaknesses, insults, 

hardships, persecutions, and calamities for the sake of Christ; for whenever I am weak, then I 

am strong.  

 

Paul writes about “boasting”. He is annoyed that there are preachers who boast about 

equalling his status. He suggests that the only things that they can boast about are his 

experiences of “weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities for the sake of 

Christ” . Following Jesus is not the key to fame and fortune. Let those who want to follow 

http://www.exposed2013.com/
http://www.unashamedlyethical.com/Home/default.asp
http://cyberhymnal.org/bio/s/a/sammis_jh.htm


Jesus remember that we are not rewarded with honour and wealth; instead we are invited by 

Jesus ‘to take up a cross’ and follow him.1  

 

 

Talk about suffering here below 

And talk about loving Jesus. 

Talk about suffering here below 

And let's keep a following Jesus. 

 

 Lyrics : Greg Graffin 

 

 

Friday: We do not proclaim ourselves... 
 

2 Corinthians 4:1  Therefore, since it is by God's mercy that we are engaged in this ministry, 

we do not lose heart. 2  We have renounced the shameful things that one hides; we refuse to 

practice cunning or to falsify God's word; but by the open statement of the truth we commend 

ourselves to the conscience of everyone in the sight of God. 3  And even if our gospel is 

veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4  In their case the god of this world has 

blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the 

glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5  For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim 

Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus' sake. 6  For it is the God who 

said, "Let light shine out of darkness," who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the 

knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.  

 

The call of Jesus can sometimes cause Christian leaders to disappoint people. This was what 

happened to St Paul: He had disappointed the Jesus-followers of Corinth because he altered 

his plans to visit them, and instead had written them a “severe” letter of reprimand.  Paul 

writes to them and urges them to turn the focus away from him towards Jesus: “we do not 

proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus”.  

 

The core of our Christian journey is remembering that our lives are owned by Jesus. We live 

for the approval of God.... even when it loses us the approval of other people.     

 

  

With God in your life you are going to rearrange 

Many big things are going to change 

Even though your friends and enemies might think that you are strange 

It is for them that the Lamb was slain 

Christafari 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1 Mark 8:34-35 

http://www.lyricsmode.com/
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Saturday 
Luke 18:1  Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose 

heart. 2  He said, "In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had 

respect for people. 3  In that city there was a widow who kept coming to him and saying, 

'Grant me justice against my opponent.' 4  For a while he refused; but later he said to 

himself, 'Though I have no fear of God and no respect for anyone, 5  yet because this widow 

keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice, so that she may not wear me out by continually 

coming.'" 6  And the Lord said, "Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7  And will not God 

grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long in helping 

them? 8  I tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them. And yet, when the Son of Man comes, 

will he find faith on earth?"  

 

Jesus tells of a corrupt judge who had “no fear of God and no respect for anyone”. In terms 

of the culture in which Jesus tells this story, a widow would have little to no chance of being 

heard: she was amongst the marginalised who would not add status or political value to his 

efforts – and so he refused to grant her justice. 

 

This not really an unusual story: human society is plagued by corruption and injustice. And 

sadly the legal profession, the police, and the judiciary are as susceptible to corruption as any 

other institutions of civil society. Jesus-followers are challenged not to give up in the pursuit 

of justice, but, like the persistent widow of Luke 18, we are to to keep bothering the powerful 

until justice is achieved.      

 

Ordinary 29 / Pentecost +22 
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The Scripture passage for the day is drawn from Reuben Job and Norman Shawchuck, A 

Guide to Prayer for Ministers and other Servants, (Nashville, The Upper Room 1983), 311.  

This reflection is from my own devotional exercises for the day. 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


