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The Coming of Christ 
Advent Week Two 

 

Monday: Choose Life 
Mark 13:1  As he came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him, "Look, 
Teacher, what large stones and what large buildings!" 2  Then Jesus asked him, "Do 
you see these great buildings? Not one stone will be left here upon another; all will 
be thrown down." 3  When he was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the 
temple, Peter, James, John, and Andrew asked him privately, 4  "Tell us, when will 
this be, and what will be the sign that all these things are about to be 
accomplished?" 5  Then Jesus began to say to them, "Beware that no one leads you 
astray. 6  Many will come in my name and say, 'I am he!' and they will lead many 
astray. 7  When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed; this must 
take place, but the end is still to come. 8  For nation will rise against nation, and 
kingdom against kingdom; there will be earthquakes in various places; there will 
be famines. This is but the beginning of the birth pangs. 9  "As for yourselves, 
beware; for they will hand you over to councils; and you will be beaten in 
synagogues; and you will stand before governors and kings because of me, as a 
testimony to them. 10  And the good news must first be proclaimed to all nations. 11  
When they bring you to trial and hand you over, do not worry beforehand about 
what you are to say; but say whatever is given you at that time, for it is not you 
who speak, but the Holy Spirit. 12  Brother will betray brother to death, and a 
father his child, and children will rise against parents and have them put to death; 
13  and you will be hated by all because of my name. But the one who endures to the 
end will be saved.  
 
 
As I reflect on our life in this second week of Advent: I hear of a friend who is mugged at 

knife point on her way back from the beach, a family member struggling with stage four 

cancer, power shortages across much of Africa that can unexpectedly plunge populations into 

frustrated into darkness, and world leaders who so casually speak of “trade wars” while hard-

working people on the ground suffer the consequences of this belligerent talk. And I wish that 

Christmas could miraculously take it all away.  

 

As we struggle with the human predicament of life we become frightened of “wars and 

rumours of war”, and earthquakes, and famines. Our fear leads us in search of people who 

will guarantee us safety and security. And many Christian preachers respond with a gospel of 

prosperity and guaranteed blessings.     

 

In the passage above, Jesus warns against people who use his name to offer an escape from 

the difficult moments in this life. He says that these things “must take place” as part of life. 

His followers will not be exempt from the struggles, fears and betrayals endemic to human 

life together. The good news, however, is that the Holy Spirit accompanies us through such 

trials, and will enable us to endure “to the end”. Christmas therefore becomes a moment to be 

reminded that God comes to the difficult placers of life – the stable, the manger, and the 

straw of life – and lives with us.  

 

Let us choose life – life in the midst of difficulty. And let us choose to live alongside the 

difficulties experienced by the people we encounter.     
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Tuesday: A new kind of Christmas 
Luke 21:25  "There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth 
distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 26  People 
will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the 
powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27  Then they will see 'the Son of Man coming 
in a cloud' with power and great glory. 28  Now when these things begin to take 
place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near." 
29  Then he told them a parable: "Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30  as soon 
as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already 
near. 31  So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the 
kingdom of God is near. 32  Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until 
all things have taken place. 33  Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words 
will not pass away. 34  "Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down 
with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day does not 
catch you unexpectedly, 35  like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face 
of the whole earth. 36  Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength 
to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man."  
 
I would love to say that I know what is going on here. Some writers claim that this is a 

prophesy of the second coming of Jesus. Others have said that Luke wrote this after the 

destruction of Jerusalem, and so he drew on this experience to put these words onto the lips 

of Jesus. I do have an awareness of the irony in meeting these words of Jesus at Christmas:   

"Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness“... 

this because Christmas becomes an excuse for the over indulgence of food, of drink and of 

newly acquired things – in other words ‘dissipation and drunkenness’. Jesus invites us to “Be 

alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these things...”   

 

Let us be challenged to new Christmas practices this year: let us move beyond the immediate 

escape of alcohol, or food, or new possessions – and instead discover the spiritual satisfaction 

in standing in a stable / backyard room / shack and offering the glad tidings of comfort and 

joy.    

God rest ye merry gentlemen 

Let nothing you dismay 

For Jesus Christ, our Savior 

Was born on Christmas Day 

To save us all from Satan's powers 

When we were gone astray 

Glad tidings of comfort and joy 

Comfort and joy 

Glad tidings of comfort and joy1 

 

 
1 "Christmas Carols Ancient and Modern"   1833 gathered by William B. Sandys. The lyrics of God Rest Ye Merry 
Gentlemen are traditional olde English and are reputed to date back to the 15th century although the author is 
unknown 
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Wednesday: A Ruler is Revealed 
Revelation 1:1  The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his 
servants what must soon take place; he made it known by sending his angel to his 
servant John, 2  who testified to the word of God and to the testimony of Jesus 
Christ, even to all that he saw. 3  Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of 
the prophecy, and blessed are those who hear and who keep what is written in it; 
for the time is near. 4  John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and 
peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits 
who are before his throne, 5  and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the 
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us 
and freed us from our sins by his blood, 6  and made us to be a kingdom, priests 
serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 
7  Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye will see him, even those who 
pierced him; and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. So it is to be. 
Amen. 8  "I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God, who is and who was 
and who is to come, the Almighty.  
 

This letter was written at a time when people were persecuted for giving their loyalty 
to Jesus rather than to the Roman Emperor. It uses language normally reserved for 
the Emperor: phrases such as “ruler of the kings of the earth” and “to him be glory 
and dominion forever” have been transferred from the Roman Emperor to Jesus. 
These are revolutionary words that have put the followers of Jesus in danger. But 
they are to remain strong “for the time is near” when Jesus will return: “every eye 
will see him” and he will be established as “the Almighty”. 
  
Advent is the annual opportunity to be reminded of this rich history.... and to be 
challenged about our own loyalties. The true essence of Christmas asks us to place 
the teachings of Jesus at the centre of all our decisions and subsequent actions. 
Revelation challenges us to be “faithful witnesses” to a Gospel that reminds us that 
the one who lived amongst the poor of the earth is the ruler of our consciences and 
actions.  

 

Thursday: The word of the LORD came to me:  
Ezekiel 34:2  Mortal, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel: prophesy, and say 
to them--to the shepherds: Thus says the Lord GOD: Ah, you shepherds of Israel 
who have been feeding yourselves! Should not shepherds feed the sheep? 3  You eat 
the fat, you clothe yourselves with the wool, you slaughter the fatlings; but you do 
not feed the sheep. 4  You have not strengthened the weak, you have not healed the 
sick, you have not bound up the injured, you have not brought back the strayed, you 
have not sought the lost, but with force and harshness you have ruled them. 5  So 
they were scattered, because there was no shepherd; and scattered, they became 
food for all the wild animals. 6  My sheep were scattered, they wandered over all 
the mountains and on every high hill; my sheep were scattered over all the face of 
the earth, with no one to search or seek for them. 7  Therefore, you shepherds, hear 
the word of the LORD: 8  As I live, says the Lord GOD, because my sheep have 
become a prey, and my sheep have become food for all the wild animals, since there 
was no shepherd; and because my shepherds have not searched for my sheep, but 
the shepherds have fed themselves, and have not fed my sheep; 9  therefore, you 
shepherds, hear the word of the LORD: 10  Thus says the Lord GOD, I am against 
the shepherds; and I will demand my sheep at their hand, and put a stop to their 
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feeding the sheep; no longer shall the shepherds feed themselves. I will rescue my 
sheep from their mouths, so that they may not be food for them.  
 
Ezekiel speaks to the chaos that was left after the Babylonians had invaded Judah and carried 

off their leaders. Ezekiel castigates the leaders for being too busy enriching themselves to pay 

attention to the people. These are shepherds who failed their flocks. But God is not blind to 

this, and Ezekiel says that God will no longer rely on these shepherds.  Instead, God sends a 

new kind of shepherd. Advent marks the birth of Jesus – one who came with love and 

compassion for the lost sheep.    

 

May this Advent season be a time when we who are lost are found by the Shepherd; and 

those of us who know the Shepherd learn to follow more closely in his footsteps. 

 

For Thought. 

Jesu, Shepherd of the sheep 

Pity my unsettled soul 

Guide, and nourish me, and keep 

Til thy love shall make me whole; 

Give me perfect soundness, give 

Make me steadfastly believe. 
Charles Wesley Hymns and Poems 1749 

 

Friday: Be alert for his coming.... 
Luke 12:35  "Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 36  be like those who are 
waiting for their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may 
open the door for him as soon as he comes and knocks. 37  Blessed are those slaves 
whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt 
and have them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve them. 38  If he comes 
during the middle of the night, or near dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those 
slaves. 39  "But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the 
thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. 40  You also must 
be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour." 41  Peter said, 
"Lord, are you telling this parable for us or for everyone?" 42  And the Lord said, 
"Who then is the faithful and prudent manager whom his master will put in charge 
of his slaves, to give them their allowance of food at the proper time? 43  Blessed is 
that slave whom his master will find at work when he arrives. 44  Truly I tell you, 
he will put that one in charge of all his possessions. 45  But if that slave says to 
himself, 'My master is delayed in coming,' and if he begins to beat the other slaves, 
men and women, and to eat and drink and get drunk, 46  the master of that slave 
will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour that he does not 
know, and will cut him in pieces, and put him with the unfaithful. 47  That slave 
who knew what his master wanted, but did not prepare himself or do what was 
wanted, will receive a severe beating. 48  But the one who did not know and did 
what deserved a beating will receive a light beating. From everyone to whom much 
has been given, much will be required; and from the one to whom much has been 
entrusted, even more will be demanded.  
 
This time of year, it is particularly difficult to be excited about Christmas: 
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• 140 bushfires rage in NSW and Queensland 

•  a volcanic eruption on New Zealand’s Whakaari/White Island  

• Smog chokes Delhi in India. 

And closer to my South African home: 

• ESKOM denies that there is any crisis when we face repeated power cuts 

• The President of our Country is struggling to reign in the nation debt. 

• And the Office of our Public Prosecutor is in disarray.  

 

The passage above is particularly appropriate for this. 

This passage was written for the next generation of Jesus-followers. This is the generation 

who had witnessed the Roman destruction of Jerusalem, the persecution of those who did not 

swear total loyalty to the Emperor, and the consequent fear filled scattering of those who 

were loyal to Jesus. Luke writes to reassure them that despite the very difficult circumstances, 

they were not to lose hope because “the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour”. 

 

This passage has continued to serve as encouragement through many generations of Christ-

followers. Each Advent we anticipate once again the arrival of the Son of Man – and we 

encourage each other to "Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit”.  Let us not be 

discouraged by the gathering darkness in our world: the Son of Man was born for a time such 

as this. 
 

Saturday: Anticipation 
Act 1:1  In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught 
from the beginning 2  until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving 
instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3  After 
his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, 
appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 4  
While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there 
for the promise of the Father. "This," he said, "is what you have heard from me; 5  
for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not 
many days from now." 6  So when they had come together, they asked him, "Lord, 
is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?" 7  He replied, "It is not 
for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 8  
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will 
be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth." 9  When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a 
cloud took him out of their sight. 10  While he was going and they were gazing up 
toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. 11  They said, 
"Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has 
been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go 
into heaven." 
 
Advent is a season that reminds us of a returning Saviour. We not only look back at the birth 

of Jesus in Bethlehem all those years ago – but we look forward to the one who “will come in 

the same way” as he was taken. Christmas sits at the nexus between the past and the future. 

And it offer an opportunity for us to be reminded of Jesus – who came to save his people, and 

who continues to inspire salvation songs in our hearts.  
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For Thought 

I will rise from waters deep 

Into the saving arms of God 

I will sing salvation songs 

Jesus Christ has set me free 
 
Hillsong - What The Lord Has Done In Me Lyrics   
 
 
Third Sunday in Advent 
3.The Coming of Christ 
The Scripture passage for the day is drawn from Reuben Job and Norman Shawchuck, A Guide to Prayer for 
Ministers and other Servants, (Nashville, The Upper Room 1983), 26.  
This reflection is from my own devotional exercises for the day. 

 
 
 


