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The Son of God 

Monday: Living the Truth in Your Neighbourhood 

Mark 1:21  They went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered the 
synagogue and taught. 22  They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught 
them as one having authority, and not as the scribes. 23  Just then there was in 
their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit, 24  and he cried out, "What have 
you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who 
you are, the Holy One of God." 25  But Jesus rebuked him, saying, "Be silent, and 
come out of him!" 26  And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying with a 
loud voice, came out of him. 27  They were all amazed, and they kept on asking 
one another, "What is this? A new teaching--with authority! He commands even 
the unclean spirits, and they obey him." 28  At once his fame began to spread 
throughout the surrounding region of Galilee.  

 

Matthew introduces Jesus as a rabbi who is taking up his duties in a new home, 

on the northern coast of the Sea of Galilee.   Jesus moves his home from 

Nazareth to Capernaum  (Matt 4:13).   It is here that he collects disciples: 

Simon Peter and Andrew live near the synagogue in Capernaum – although they 

are from Bethsaida; James and John are fishing on the shore near the town; 

Matthew the Tax collector has his office here (Matt 9:9).  Mark’s Gospel 

records this as the town where the authority of Jesus first becomes evident. 

Of interest is the way Jesus settles into his new town: he gathers a support 

group; he attends the local synagogue; and he confronts that which is evil.  

There is no Grand Scheme to change the country. There is no Master Plan to 

change the world. There is just a rabbi teaching the truth in a local community. 

Perhaps the truth is that the best leadership is local: if you and I were more 

faithful in speaking and living the truths of Jesus in our local community, God’s 

reign would take root more effectively than all the international treaties and 

conventions signed by governments.  Pray that Jesus might find you a useful 

presence in your neighbourhood this year. 
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Tuesday: Free to Affirm Others. 

John 1:35  The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, 36  and 
as he watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, "Look, here is the Lamb of God!" 37  
The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. 38  When Jesus 
turned and saw them following, he said to them, "What are you looking for?" 
They said to him, "Rabbi" (which translated means Teacher), "where are you 
staying?" 39  He said to them, "Come and see." They came and saw where he 
was staying, and they remained with him that day. It was about four o'clock in 
the afternoon. 40  One of the two who heard John speak and followed him was 
Andrew, Simon Peter's brother. 41  He first found his brother Simon and said to 
him, "We have found the Messiah" (which is translated Anointed). 42  He 
brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and said, "You are Simon son of 
John. You are to be called Cephas" (which is translated Peter).  

 

John the Baptiser is described by the Roman historian Josephus as “a good man 

(who) had exhorted the Jews to lead righteous lives, to practice justice towards 

their fellows and piety towards God , and so doing to join in baptism” 

(Antiquities 18:116-118).  I am struck by an essential quality of his goodness – 

John’s willingness to step out of the spotlight. 

In John’s day, the quality of a rabbi was demonstrated by the number of 

followers he had. The more disciples you had – the greater you were as a rabbi. 

The Bible passage above describes John pointing out another rabbi as being a 

better teacher, and allowing his students to follow Jesus. John is willing to 

commit the equivalent of rabbinical suicide! This is the sign of a healthy self-

esteem. John is able to affirm the work of another without the need to tear 

this work down. 

Here lies a challenge for us all: to learn to affirm the gifts in people around us, 

instead of being threatened by them. This will only happen when we have 

discovered that we are loved unconditionally by God. Once I know that I am 

loved by God, I have no need to grasp at the love of the people around me. 

Instead I am set free to give love.  

Prayer thought: “O Lord: allow me to know that I am loved, so that I am set free to give 

love”.   
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Wednesday: Who is Jesus? 

John 5:19  Jesus said to them, "Very truly, I tell you, the Son can do nothing on his 
own, but only what he sees the Father doing; for whatever the Father does, the 
Son does likewise.20  The Father loves the Son and shows him all that he himself 
is doing; and he will show him greater works than these, so that you will be 
astonished. 21  Indeed, just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, so 
also the Son gives life to whomever he wishes. 22  The Father judges no one but 
has given all judgment to the Son, 23  so that all may honor the Son just as they 
honor the Father. Anyone who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father 
who sent him. 24  Very truly, I tell you, anyone who hears my word and believes 
him who sent me has eternal life, and does not come under judgment, but has 
passed from death to life.  

 

John puts pen to paper after most of the New Testament is written. This is a 

time when those who followed the way of Jesus were struggling to explain 

exactly who Jesus was. Was he a prophet in the Jewish tradition? Was he a 

sophist in the Greek tradition? Was he a god in the Roman tradition? No, says 

John, he was the obedient Son of the Father.  

This is a startling claim. People can deal with a wise man, or a holy man – but it is 

outrageous to have to accept Jesus as the Son of God. To Jews this is 

blasphemy, to Greeks it is not rational, while to Romans it is treason - because 

only the Emperor can use this title.         

Every generation since then have had to struggle with this same question: “who 

is Jesus in our lives?” In choosing to believe that he is the Son of the Father we 

must then choose to obey his teaching as if God were speaking. If we have the 

life and teaching of the Son, we have already glimpsed the will of the Creator.   
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Thursday : Joy in the Face of Difficulty 

Luke 10:1  After this the Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on ahead of 
him in pairs to every town and place where he himself intended to go. 2  He said 
to them, "The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the 
Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest. 3  Go on your way. See, 
I am sending you out like lambs into the midst of wolves... 

Luke 10:17  The seventy returned with joy, saying, "Lord, in your name even the 
demons submit to us!" 18  He said to them, "I watched Satan fall from heaven 
like a flash of lightning. 19  See, I have given you authority to tread on snakes 
and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy; and nothing will hurt you. 
20  Nevertheless, do not rejoice at this, that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice 
that your names are written in heaven." 21  At that same hour Jesus rejoiced in 
the Holy Spirit and said, "I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 
because you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have 
revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 22  All 
things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows who the 
Son is except the Father, or who the Father is except the Son and anyone to 
whom the Son chooses to reveal him." 23  Then turning to the disciples, Jesus 
said to them privately, "Blessed are the eyes that see what you see! 24  For I tell 
you that many prophets and kings desired to see what you see, but did not see it, 
and to hear what you hear, but did not hear it."  

 

 

Luke is writing this story approximately 30 years after Jesus. While his 

audience is primarily Greek speaking, the heartache of all who followed this 

Jewish rabbi is evident: Judea was still under Roman occupation; it was Rome 

that gave permission to deviate from Roman forms of worship; and all travel was 

subject to Roman scrutiny. Luke writes to Jesus-believers, reminding them to 

continue to be faithful, even though the advent of Jesus had not improved their 

lives economically or politically. 

The key word used is “Joy”.  “The seventy returned with Joy” (Lk 10: 17);  

“Rejoice” (Lk 10:20); “Jesus rejoiced” (Lk 10:21); “Blessed (happy) are the 

eyes...” (Lk 10:23).  Luke reminds his readers of an essential quality of 

discipleship – a joyful life in the face of great difficulty. This is the heart of 

following Jesus, and this is key to mission.  

It would seem that the first disciples were joyful, not because everything went 

well for them, but rather their joy enabled them to face circumstances when 

nothing went well! Perhaps we who follow Jesus can also be challenged to 

discover joy, not as a result of circumstances, but rather as a way of life.  
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Prayer: Lord, grant me joy that does not depend on getting my own way. Give me 

peace that does not need everything to be easy. And allow me to laugh in the 

face of difficulty. For Jesus sake. Amen.   

 

Friday: Honest to God 

Hebrews 1:1  Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by 
the prophets, 2  but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he 
appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds. 3  He is 
the reflection of God's glory and the exact imprint of God's very being, and he 
sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made purification for 
sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4  having become as 
much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than 
theirs. 5  For to which of the angels did God ever say, "You are my Son; today I 
have begotten you"? Or again, "I will be his Father, and he will be my Son"? 6  
And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, "Let all God's 
angels worship him." 7  Of the angels he says, "He makes his angels winds, and 
his servants flames of fire." 8  But of the Son he says, "Your throne, O God, is 
forever and ever, and the righteous scepter is the scepter of your kingdom. 9  
You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, your God, 
has anointed you with the oil of gladness beyond your companions." 10  And, "In 
the beginning, Lord, you founded the earth, and the heavens are the work of 
your hands; 11  they will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like 
clothing; 12  like a cloak you will roll them up, and like clothing they will be 
changed. But you are the same, and your years will never end."  

 

 

While Hebrews does not identify its author, or the intended readers, we do 

know that its recipients have been persecuted in the past (Heb 10:32-34) and 

continue to be persecuted (Heb 12:3-13).  This letter encourages its recipients 

to remain faithful to the way of Jesus, even when tempted to turn back to their 

former beliefs.  

Hebrews 1: 1-12 teaches that Jesus reflects the glory of God, and having 

purified humanity from sin, he sat at God’s right hand, becoming superior to the 

angels. This is an affirmation of the Christian creedal statements since the 

earliest times. What is awkward is that it uses Psalm 45:6-7 as evidence. 

However this psalm is a love song for the marriage of King David to a foreign 

princess from Tyre in Phoenicia. This is a “bending” of the text to support a 

teaching - Oops! It seems that a Christian teacher has taken a short cut with an 

earlier sacred writing. 
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This is not new – and far too many preachers and teachers continue to do this 

today. Let us as Christ-followers commit ourselves to a rigorous reading of our 

Bible, rather than lifting “proof texts” to bolster our opinions.   

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you are seated at the right hand of the Father: lead us in 

truthful ways today. May your Spirit help us to read our Scriptures with 

honesty, so that we may become people of the Truth. Amen.   

 

 

Saturday: Loving Difficult People.  

1 John Chapter 4  Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see 
whether they are from God; for many false prophets have gone out into the 
world. By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus 
Christ has come in the flesh is from God, and every spirit that does not confess 
Jesus is not from God. And this is the spirit of the antichrist, of which you have 
heard that it is coming; and now it is already in the world.  Little children, you 
are from God, and have conquered them; for the one who is in you is greater 
than the one who is in the world. They are from the world; therefore what they 
say is from the world, and the world listens to them. We are from God. Whoever 
knows God listens to us, and whoever is not from God does not listen to us. From 
this we know the spirit of truth and the spirit of error. Beloved, let us love one 
another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and 
knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. God's 
love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so 
that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but that he 
loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.   Beloved, since 
God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen 
God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. By 
this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his 
Spirit. And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the 
Savior of the world. God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of 
God, and they abide in God. So we have known and believe the love that God has 
for us. God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in 
them. Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on 
the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world. There is no fear in 
love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and 
whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. We love because he first loved 
us. Those who say, "I love God," and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for 
those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God 
whom they have not seen. The commandment we have from him is this: those 
who love God must love their brothers and sisters also.  

 

The readers of this letter were struggling to discern false teaching from truth.  

It would seem that this community had split over differences of opinion on 
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doctrine, and a group had gone off and formed a new church (1 John 2: 18-19). 

This breakaway group was attempting to lead more people away from the 

original community.  The author of this letter now writes to reassure the 

original members, and to urge them to remain faithful to the truth - which is 

defined as being “perfected in love”. A truthful faith teaches and practices 

love. A love for God is shown in love for brothers or sisters. Being filled with 

the Spirit of God is validated by a demonstration of love to the community.     

Sadly, the experience of the community addressed in 1 John has been replicated 

through each succeeding generation since then. Communities continually struggle 

to discern the truth. Instead of learning to love one other despite differences 

of opinion, we have allowed our differences to divide us.  Make it your new year’s 

resolution to learn how to continue to walk with a brother or sister who 

disagrees with you – rather than rejecting them. “for those who do not love a 

brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not 

seen” (1 Jn 4:20).   

Prayer: “O God of Love and Grace: teach me how to love someone who is 

disagreeable and obstinate. May I not give up in this quest, for I know that you 

have not yet given up on me. For Jesus sake: Amen.    

 

The first Sunday after Epiphany 
7. The Son of God 
The Scripture passage for the day is drawn from Reuben Job and Norman Shawchuck, A Guide to 
Prayer for Ministers and other Servants, (Nashville, The Upper Room 1983), 52.  
This reflection is from my own devotional exercises for the day.      
 


