
 “Come follow me” 
 Second Sunday after Epiphany 

 
Monday: And so it goes with God 
 
John 1:43  The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to 

him, "Follow me." 44  Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and 
Peter. 45  Philip found Nathanael and said to him, "We have found him about 
whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from 
Nazareth." 46  Nathanael said to him, "Can anything good come out of 
Nazareth?" Philip said to him, "Come and see." 47  When Jesus saw Nathanael 
coming toward him, he said of him, "Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is 
no deceit!" 48  Nathanael asked him, "Where did you get to know me?" Jesus 
answered, "I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you." 49  Nathanael 
replied, "Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!" 50  Jesus 
answered, "Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? 
You will see greater things than these." 51  And he said to him, "Very truly, I tell 
you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and 
descending upon the Son of Man."  

 

 

Piscine Patel, the Indian boy in Yann Martel’s novel Life of Pi, tells his 

imaginative story of the sinking of the Japanese cargo ship, and his subsequent 

survival at sea with a tiger. The two officials from the Japanese Ministry of 

Transport are sceptical of his tale, and so he tells them another story – one 

that is far less happy. He then asks them which story they prefer, and they 

admit to choosing the first story. Pi thanks them and says “and so it goes with 

God”.  I use this as a way of pointing to John’s description of Jesus calling 

disciples. 

 

John tells an entirely different story to the Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark 

and Luke). These Gospels describe Jesus calling the following disciples - in order 

- as Peter, Andrew, James and John. But John’s Gospel tells of Andrew, Peter, 

Philip and Nathanael. And quite frankly (like the Japanese officials in Pi) I will 

exercise a choice of one particular version. I like the Gospel of John because it 

recognises space for doubt, and scepticism, in being a Jesus-follower.  Jesus 

welcomes Nathanael, not because of his faith, but in spite of his doubts. All too 

often we who follow Jesus, deny our doubts – as if this will make them go away. 

Be comforted in the knowledge that God welcomes us, questions and all: “and so 

it goes with God”.       
 
  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yann_Martel
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Life_of_Pi


  

Tuesday: A Willing Heart 
 
Matthew 4:17  From that time Jesus began to proclaim, "Repent, for the kingdom 

of heaven has come near." 18  As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two 
brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into 
the sea--for they were fishermen. 19  And he said to them, "Follow me, and I will 
make you fish for people." 20  Immediately they left their nets and followed him. 
21  As he went from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and 
his brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and 
he called them. 22  Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed 
him.  

 

Jesus invites four fishermen from the Sea of Galilee to join him as his students. 

These are fishers who would have caught fish to trade, to pay their taxes and 

to eat.  James and John  are sons of Zebedee, a net fisher who not only had his 

sons working for him but also hired men to assist him in his boat (Mark 1: 19-

20). The other two are lower in the economic scale, resorting to a cast net to 

catch fish from the shore.   

While it was expected that a Jewish rabbi would have students, it was entirely 

unexpected that a rabbi would call such people. Jewish rabbinical teaching 

required the best and brightest “school leavers”, students who were capable of 

the intricate theological discussions that this religious tradition demanded. 

Jesus turned this on its head by suggesting that the only qualification required 

was a willing heart. This seems to be the consistent thread of the history of our 

Christian faith: God has called a surprising array of people drawn from a variety 

of backgrounds. The only qualification needed is the desire to follow. It would 

seem that for those who are Jesus-followers, the one question that returns 

again and again is whether we continue to be willing to “leave the boat and their 

father and follow”.    

Pause for a moment and ask yourself if there is anything that is distracting you 

from wholeheartedly following the call, teachings and example of Jesus.  

Prayer: O God: you call me to life each morning. May I use this day in a way that 

honours that call. And when I give my life back to you tonight, may I do so in 

the knowledge that I was faithful to your call.  Amen  

 

 



Wednesday: Deny yourself ....Follow Me 

Luke 9:23-27  Then he said to them all, "If any want to become my followers, let 
them deny themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me. For those 
who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake 
will save it. What does it profit them if they gain the whole world, but lose or 
forfeit themselves? Those who are ashamed of me and of my words, of them the 
Son of Man will be ashamed when he comes in his glory and the glory of the 
Father and of the holy angels. But truly tell you, there are some standing here 
who will not taste death before they see the kingdom of God."  

Luke 9:57-62  As they were going along the road, someone said to him, "I will 
follow you wherever you go." And Jesus said to him, "Foxes have holes, and 
birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head." To 
another he said, "Follow me." But he said, "Lord, first let me go and bury my 
father." But Jesus said to him, "Let the dead bury their own dead; but as for you, 
go and proclaim the kingdom of God." Another said, "I will follow you, Lord; but 
let me first say farewell to those at my home." Jesus said to him, "No one who 
puts a hand to the plough and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God."  

 

The verses above are often used to encourage people to follow Jesus. Just as 

often these verses are quoted without a context, which strips them of their 

meaning. Note that verse 23 begins with “then”, implying that this connects with 

what has occurred immediately prior to this. Verse 22 speaks of the Son of Man 

who must face “great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, chief priests, 

and scribes, and be killed”.  Jesus has left rural Judea and is heading for 

Jerusalem. The ultimate end to his journey will become Golgotha’s suffering and 

death. Then Jesus said to those who are listening “If anyone desires to come 

after me.....” I suspect that the initial response was less than enthusiastic. Luke 

9:45 tells us that “they were afraid to ask him about this saying”. Following 

Jesus is difficult, dangerous and may cause your death! 

 

This then becomes the challenge to each succeeding generation of Jesus-

followers: to “deny themselves and take up their cross daily” (Luke 9:23) But as 

I peer into my own motives and attitudes, I see little desire for suffering. If I 

am honest I prefer a quiet life, sustained by supportive friends and a loving 

family. Yet there is this inner voice that continually prods me out of my place of 

comfort: a voice that asks me to welcome those who live on the margins of 

society; a voice that urges me to plough a furrow where none exists; a voice that 

asks me to set everything else aside for this One Great Love.  Each morning I 

hear that voice saying “Come, follow Me”, and I have to decide what I will do 

with my day. 

 

Prayer: Gracious God: you have given me life. Help me to pay attention to you 

call on my life today – so that I may follow where you lead me. Amen. 



 

 

Thursday: Whoever will – may come. 
 
Matthew 10:32  "Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also 

will acknowledge before my Father in heaven; 33  but whoever denies me before 
others, I also will deny before my Father in heaven. 34  "Do not think that I have 
come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring peace, but a sword. 
35  For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her 
mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; 36  and one's foes 
will be members of one's own household. 37  Whoever loves father or mother 
more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever loves son or daughter more 
than me is not worthy of me; 38  and whoever does not take up the cross and 
follow me is not worthy of me. 39  Those who find their life will lose it, and those 
who lose their life for my sake will find it. 40  "Whoever welcomes you welcomes 
me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. 41  Whoever 
welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a prophet's reward; 
and whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of a righteous person 
will receive the reward of the righteous; 42  and whoever gives even a cup of 
cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a disciple--truly I tell you, 
none of these will lose their reward."  

 

Jesus lived in a world where some were thought to be more holy than others. 

People were declared “unclean’ because of physical or mental illness, and were 

thought to be less loved by God than those who were “clean”. In the above 

passage from Matthew 10 we find Jesus opposing this idea. He uses the word 

"whoever" (Greek: hostis) as a recurring idea throughout this passage. It makes 

the statement comprehensive - to embrace both the bearers and the hearers 

of the message. The effect of this is to “level the playing fields”. There are 

none who are exempt – neither the preacher or the hearer, neither the 

righteous nor the unrighteous, neither the rich nor the poor. And just in case 

someone still thinks that s/he is too good/too holy/too righteous, Jesus 

deliberately includes an act of inclusive compassion towards the “little ones”. 

 

Through the years religious people have been tempted to create classes or 

categories of people. This normally sounds like this: those who believe like us 

are therefore loved by God, and those who do not see life as we do are not loved 

by God. Let us build a new generation that is willing to discover that everyone 

(hostis) is within the love of the Creator. 

 

Prayer: God of all creation: Thank you for loving me. Open my eyes that I may 

see your embrace for the other people in my world. Amen.  
  

 

 
 



Friday: God’s  Preferential Option for the Little Ones. 

Matthew 11:25  At that time Jesus said, "I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and 
earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and 
have revealed them to infants; 26  yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 27  
All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son 
except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to 
whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 28  "Come to me, all you that are weary and 
are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. 29  Take my yoke upon you, 
and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for 
your souls. 30  For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light."  

 
 

The world of Jesus was divided into two: there were those who thought 

themselves acceptable in the sight of God, and those who believed that they 

were hated by God. The “beloved of God” were those who had paid their temple 

taxes, had learned The Law, and had ensured that they had made the necessary 

sacrifices. These were “the wise”. Then there were the rest: these were the 

people who had not paid what they should (often because they were too poor), 

and had not learned the religious rules (often because they were not educated) 

and who had not made the necessary sacrifices (because of poverty, or because 

they were ill and therefore not allowed into the temple). They were known as 

the am ha’aretz  - the rabble, or the “little ones” who had not yet attained 

spiritual maturity.    

 

Jesus challenges the idea that only a special few have knowledge and experience 

of God. Instead, he turns this idea on its head by insisting that God takes a 

preferential option for the weakest, and the least and the most vulnerable.  The 

good news that has been handed down through the generations of our faith is 

that is that when we are at our most fragile, we can call to God, who offers to 

share the weight of our burden - "Come to me, all you that are weary and are 

carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest”. The challenge of our faith is 

that we who are religious need to unlearn our contempt for the “irreligious 

rabble”, and discover the deep love of the Father for those who struggle the 

most in life – whether this struggle is poverty, illness, or simply the inability to 

believe.  
 

Prayer: O God of love: may I be able to show the same patience and compassion towards the 

weaknesses in other people that you have shown to me. Amen 

 

  



Saturday: Sell your possessions.... 
 
Matthew 19:16  Then someone came to him and said, "Teacher, what good deed 

must I do to have eternal life?" 17  And he said to him, "Why do you ask me 
about what is good? There is only one who is good. If you wish to enter into life, 
keep the commandments." 18  He said to him, "Which ones?" And Jesus said, 
"You shall not murder; You shall not commit adultery; You shall not steal; You 
shall not bear false witness; 19  Honor your father and mother; also, You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself." 20  The young man said to him, "I have kept all 
these; what do I still lack?" 21  Jesus said to him, "If you wish to be perfect, go, 
sell your possessions, and give the money to the poor, and you will have 
treasure in heaven; then come, follow me." 22  When the young man heard this 
word, he went away grieving, for he had many possessions. 23  Then Jesus said 
to his disciples, "Truly I tell you, it will be hard for a rich person to enter the 
kingdom of heaven. 24  Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the 
eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God." 25  
When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astounded and said, "Then who 
can be saved?" 26  But Jesus looked at them and said, "For mortals it is 
impossible, but for God all things are possible."  

 

Many of us who follow Jesus lift his teachings off the pages of scripture and 

apply then to our own lives. In fact we often want to universalise the words of 

Jesus as if they applied to all people everywhere for all time. Except for this 

passage from Matthew! Suddenly the commentaries and expositions agree that 

this was a word for a particular man at a particular time, and does not apply to 

anyone else! This is so because this is because this is one of those passages in 

the Bible that is easy to understand, but difficult to follow!  

 

Jesus says: “If you wish to enter into life then keep the rules and let go of your 

possessions”. And suddenly this becomes difficult – because, like the man who 

asked Jesus the question, we have many possessions and find it hard to let go of 

them. In fact we find it so hard that we want to strip this passage of its 

meaning by spiritualising its meaning into nothingness. Many commentaries and 

expositions of this passage argue that Jesus does not expect us to give our 

stuff away. Some commentaries will admit that perhaps some people are called 

to do this as a sign of their faith in God, but hasten to add that this is not for 

everyone. Others suggest that Jesus was exposing this man’s failure to be 

perfect – and then add that giving away possessions is not a sign of perfection.  

 

Why is it so hard about hearing Jesus say that we must share our possessions? 

He certainly said this on more than one occasion: it was Jesus who suggested 

that if we have two coats we could give one away (Luke 3:11); Jesus reproved 

those who wanted bigger store rooms to store their possessions (Luke 12:17-21); 

and Jesus encouraged us to trust God instead of our possessions (Matt 6:25-



34). Perhaps this year we might take the teaching of Jesus more literally, and 

practice generosity towards those who struggle to survive life. We who are 

blessed are called by Jesus to become a blessing to others.  

 

Prayer: O Lord: soften my heart that I might be less greedy and become more 

generous. For the sake of those who struggle. Amen. 
 

 

 
Second Sunday after Epiphany 
8. “Come follow me” 
The Scripture passage for the day is drawn from Reuben Job and Norman Shawchuck, A Guide to 
Prayer for Ministers and other Servants, (Nashville, The Upper Room 1983), 59.  
This reflection is from my own devotional exercises for the day.      
 

 
 

 

 


