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The Call to Ministry 

Monday: Who will go? 
 

Isaiah 6:1  In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, 
high and lofty; and the hem of his robe filled the temple. 2  Seraphs were in 
attendance above him; each had six wings: with two they covered their faces, and 
with two they covered their feet, and with two they flew.3  And one called to 
another and said: "Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of 
his glory." 4  The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, 
and the house filled with smoke. 5  And I said: "Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a 
man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have 
seen the King, the LORD of hosts!" 6  Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding 
a live coal that had been taken from the altar with a pair of tongs. 7  The seraph 
touched my mouth with it and said: "Now that this has touched your lips, your 
guilt has departed and your sin is blotted out." 8  Then I heard the voice of the 
Lord saying, "Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?" And I said, "Here am I; 
send me!"  

 

 

The King is dead. Uzziah was sixteen when he became king of Judah and reigned 

to fifty two years. (2 Kings 15:2), and now there is a power vacuum. It is safe to 

assume that the people of Judah felt uneasy as they buried their king. A 

lifetime of stable rule had come to an end, and the prospect of a power struggle 

loomed large in their future. It is at this moment that Isaiah encounters God. 

This is an encounter that holds all his senses – hearing the voice of God, smelling 

the smoke of the incense, feeling the building shake, and tasting the heat of the 

burning coal on his lips – and Isaiah’s life is changed. An encounter with God 

evokes his response “Send Me”. 

 

We continue to live in uncertainty. Even though we have presidents, and captains 

of industry, and leaders of people, they prove themselves unable to stabilize our 

country. The poorest of the march in protest, and the richest of the rich 

quietly sent their money offshore. And most of us are like the proverbial “jam in 

the sandwich” as we battle to make ends meet. We might even whisper to 

ourselves “I wish that the old president / great person / people’s leader was 

back – because life was stable then.”  This is the moment for us to learn from 

Isaiah: he tells us that this is exactly the moment that God becomes visible: Let 

us, like Isaiah, pay attention to our senses and discover that God is all around 

us. As we do so, we too might hear the invitation of to join God in the work of 

creating a world of justice, love and peace.  

 

Prayer: O Lord: open my eyes that I might see you; open my ears that I might 

hear your invitation; open my mouth that I might taste how sweet your words 

are; and open my will, that I might work in partnership with you. Amen.   
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Tuesday: Left ... and Followed. 

Luke 5:1  Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the 
crowd was pressing in on him to hear the word of God, 2  he saw two boats there 
at the shore of the lake; the fishermen had gone out of them and were washing 
their nets. 3  He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked 
him to put out a little way from the shore. Then he sat down and taught the 
crowds from the boat. 4  When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, "Put 
out into the deep water and let down your nets for a catch." 5  Simon answered, 
"Master, we have worked all night long but have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, 
I will let down the nets." 6  When they had done this, they caught so many fish 
that their nets were beginning to break. 7  So they signaled their partners in the 
other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both boats, so that 
they began to sink. 8  But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, 
saying, "Go away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!" 9  For he and all who 
were with him were amazed at the catch of fish that they had taken; 10  and so 
also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. Then 
Jesus said to Simon, "Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching people." 
11  When they had brought their boats to shore, they left everything and followed 
him.  

 

Luke locates this story at the lake of Gennesaret , which is also known as the 

Sea of Galilee. This fresh water lake contained a great variety of fish, which 

provided the staple food for the region and provided work for the local 

population. The point made by Luke is that Jesus did not act like a normal rabbi. 

He did not go to the temple in Jerusalem to collect the best and the brightest 

as his students. Instead he went to rural Galilee, where he collected local 

fishermen as his followers. These were largely uneducated labourers, who would 

have been called the am ha’aretz  - the unwashed proletariat / the working 

classes / or, as Peter rightly recognises in Luke 5:8 the “sinners” - by the 

religiously educated classes of Jerusalem.  

The criterion for following Jesus is not education, or goodness, or social 

connection. Jesus invites anyone who will hear him. Though the past two 

thousand years people have heard the call to follow Jesus. This call has ignored 

social class, education and cultural background. Perhaps today is the day when 

you and I hear anew the call to leave everything and follow Jesus.  

Prayer: Lord: receive my life today, that I may follow you. And when I go to 

sleep tonight, receive my life, that I might rest with you. Amen 

 

http://www.christiananswers.net/dictionary/gennesaret.html
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Wednesday: A Damascus Road Experience 
 
Act 9:1  Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of 

the Lord, went to the high priest 2  and asked him for letters to the synagogues 
at Damascus, so that if he found any who belonged to the Way, men or women, 
he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3  Now as he was going along and 
approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4  
He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, "Saul, Saul, why do you 
persecute me?" 5  He asked, "Who are you, Lord?" The reply came, "I am Jesus, 
whom you are persecuting. 6  But get up and enter the city, and you will be told 
what you are to do."  

 
Act 9:17  So Ananias went and entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul and 

said, "Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here, has 
sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit." 18  
And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and his sight was 
restored. Then he got up and was baptized, 19  and after taking some food, he 
regained his strength. For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, 
20  and immediately he began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, "He 
is the Son of God."  

 

This is the story of two people whose lives are radically altered: Saul turns 

from a persecutor of Christ-followers to become a preacher of the Gospel of 

Jesus. Ananias moves from fearful avoidance of Saul, to become Saul’s pastor. 

Both are a kairos moment: the intervention of God into history. 

 

This story has since become part of the language of our modern society. A 

“Damascus Road experience” refers to a profound, life-changing experience that 

alters the direction and thinking of an individual.  For some, like Saul, this might 

be a moment of self-knowledge that leads you to commit your life to following 

Jesus. For others, this might be an “aha” moment when you gain a new 

perspective that marks a new direction in life. We cannot engineer these 

moments. They are gifts of God. We can choose to ignore them, and so lose the 

opportunity for a God-given correction of our course in life.  

 

Prayer: Lord: thank you for the moments of divine intervention in our lives. 

Please would you stop me in my tracks when I am getting lost. At such moments 

I trust you to you turn me around and put me on the right path. Amen  
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Thursday: Christian Bragging 

1Corinthians 1:26  Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you 
were wise by human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of 
noble birth. 27  But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; 
God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28  God chose what is 
low and despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing things 
that are, 29  so that no one might boast in the presence of God. 30  He is the 
source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and 
righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 31  in order that, as it is 
written, "Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord."  

 

Paul writes this letter to a church he initiated in Corinth, the capital city of the 

Roman province of Achaia.  This city had originally been Greek, but was 

destroyed by Roman soldiers in 146BC. Julius Caesar then re-populated it with a 

variety of people from all over the world. This was a city port made up of ex-

soldiers, slaves, merchants, sailors, prostitutes and fortune seekers. Paul points 

out the obvious when he notes that “not many of you were wise by human 

standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth.”     

What is emerging however, is a community where people were beginning to 

compete for status. All too often people who have little social status attempt to 

remedy this by making others feel inferior. People of one cultural group claim 

superiority over other cultures. Strong personalities seek to overpower those 

who are weaker; Paul writes to the Christ-followers in Corinth to urge them to 

abandon their desire for superiority and to remember that the only status of 

value is that of a follower of Jesus.  

Sadly this is also often true of Christian communities today. Let us re-read the 

words of Paul for our own time – and be reminded that our status, our life, our 

wisdom, and our goodness are rooted in Jesus. If we are to claim status about 

anything, the only thing we cling to is that we know Jesus.    

Prayer: Lord God of All Creation: thank you for my life. May I always remember 

that all I have comes from you, so that I might not be distracted by my own 

self-importance. Amen 
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Friday: Do not Lose Heart 

2Corinthians 4:1  Therefore, since it is by God's mercy that we are engaged in this 
ministry, we do not lose heart. 2  We have renounced the shameful things 
that one hides; we refuse to practice cunning or to falsify God's word; but by 
the open statement of the truth we commend ourselves to the conscience of 
everyone in the sight of God. 3  And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to 
those who are perishing. 4  In their case the god of this world has blinded the 
minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of 
the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5  For we do not proclaim 
ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for 
Jesus' sake. 6  For it is the God who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," 
who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of 
God in the face of Jesus Christ. 7  But we have this treasure in clay jars, so 
that it may be made clear that this extraordinary power belongs to God and 
does not come from us. 8  We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; 
perplexed, but not driven to despair; 9  persecuted, but not forsaken; struck 
down, but not destroyed; 10  always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, 
so that the life of Jesus may also be made visible in our bodies.  

 
 

St Paul had a difficult relationship with the Corinthian Christians. By the time 

he wrote this, he had visited them twice, and in 2 Corinthians indicates that he 

intends visiting them a third time. He has had to defend his character against 

misunderstanding and criticism. Some have questioned his authority to teach, 

while others did not like the way he speaks and writes. He freely admits his own 

imperfections, suggesting that he is only a “clay jar” holding the treasure of 

God. His task is to point beyond himself: “we do not proclaim ourselves; we 

proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus' sake” (2 

Cor 4:5)   

 

Subsequent history of our faith has seen people in Christian leadership 

criticised, attacked and vilified. So if we who follow Jesus today find ourselves 

criticised and unappreciated by church people, we are in good company! Paul was 

clear – renounce shameful things; proclaim Jesus, and do not give up.   Do not be 

put off by the criticism of other Christians, but rather allow the love of Jesus 

to shine through our daily actions. 

 

Prayer: Dear Lord, help me to resist the temptation to attack those who 

criticise me. Instead may I step back and allow you to shine through my 

words and actions. Amen.  
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Saturday: Reconciliation 

John 21:15-19  When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, 
"Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?" He said to him, "Yes, 
Lord; you know that I love you." Jesus said to him, "Feed my lambs."  A second 
time he said to him, "Simon son of John, do you love me?" He said to him, "Yes, 
Lord; you know that I love you." Jesus said to him, "Tend my sheep."  He said to 
him the third time, "Simon son of John, do you love me?" Peter felt hurt because 
he said to him the third time, "Do you love me?" And he said to him, "Lord, you 
know everything; you know that I love you." Jesus said to him, "Feed my sheep.  
Very truly, I tell you, when you were younger, you used to fasten your own belt 
and to go wherever you wished. But when you grow old, you will stretch out 
your hands, and someone else will fasten a belt around you and take you where 
you do not wish to go." (He said this to indicate the kind of death by which he 
would glorify God.) After this he said to him, "Follow me."  

 

This is one of the great “reconciliation” passages in the Bible. It was written 

nearly one hundred years after Jesus, at a time when the Christ-followers were 

divided between those who believed they needed to follow Jesus from a Jewish 

culture, and those who practiced the teachings of Jesus but had no wish to be 

Jewish. This passage seems address this bitter disagreement by reminding the 

readers that the way of Jesus demands reconciliation. 

 

The three-fold question of Jesus to Peter serves to remind him of his boast 

that he would never fail Jesus (Matt 26:31-33). This moment allows Peter to 

undo his three-fold denial of Jesus.  While Peter’s denial of Jesus was a bitter 

betrayal by a best friend, Jesus sets the example: he makes the first move 

towards healing the rift.  

 

John’s account challenges every generation of Christians to live the way of 

peace-making and reconciliation. Whether it was the first century community 

divided by the practice of Jewish culture, or today’s contemporary Christian 

world divided by issues such as homosexuality, and the way we read the Bible – 

the expectation of Jesus remains the same: reach out to the one who has 

insulted / failed / deserted you and make peace. Think of one person who is 

estranged to you and make it your New Year’s intention to reconcile with them. 

 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, help me to be the first to stretch out my hand to that 

person who has hurt me. And may your peace guide our healing. Amen       

 
Third Sunday after Epiphany 
9. “The Call to Ministry” 
The Scripture passage for the day is drawn from Reuben Job and Norman Shawchuck, A Guide to 
Prayer for Ministers and other Servants, (Nashville, The Upper Room 1983), 65.  
This reflection is from my own devotional exercises for the day.      


