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“The Authority of God’s Word” 

 

Monday: Words 
 
Genesis 1:1  In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2  the 

earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a 
wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 3  Then God said, "Let there be 
light"; and there was light. 4  And God saw that the light was good; and God 
separated the light from the darkness. 5  God called the light Day, and the 
darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the 
first day. 6  And God said, "Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and 
let it separate the waters from the waters."  

 

Genesis Chapter One has a rhythm to its words – a rhythm that is built around 

the opening declaration “And God said” and the closing affirmation “and it was 

so”. This writing introduces us to the Creator God, an All-powerful Being who 

brings life into existence by speaking a word. This chapter seeks to remind 

readers of the power of the spoken word of God.  

 

However, we have discovered that all words have power, not just the words of 

God. When human beings speak we can change our lives. Sadly, not all of our 

words change our lives for the better. Unlike God, whose words bring life, some 

of our words can bring death. When we speak with bitterness and anger to 

another person we crush the life out of them. When we slander the character 

of another person we bring words of destruction and not creation.  

 

Make it your resolution for today to walk in the footsteps of our Creator God – 

and only speak words that are life-giving.....word of love, and encouragement, and 

peace 

 

Prayer: O Creator God: grant me the discernment to use my words wisely, that 

they may bring life into this world. Amen         
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Tuesday: That Your Joy may be Complete 

John 15:1  "I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower.2  He removes 
every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he 
prunes to make it bear more fruit. 3  You have already been cleansed by the 
word that I have spoken to you. 4  Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the 
branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you 
unless you abide in me. 5  I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who 
abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can 
do nothing. 6  Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch 
and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7  
If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, 
and it will be done for you. 8  My Father is glorified by this, that you bear 
much fruit and become my disciples. 9  As the Father has loved me, so I have 
loved you; abide in my love. 10  If you keep my commandments, you will 
abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's commandments and abide 
in his love. 11  I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, 
and that your joy may be complete.  

 
 

John writes of the invitation of Jesus to find “complete joy”. Jesus teaches 

that we are not truly whole until we discover our connection to God. As a branch 

of vine needs to be connected to the stem and roots to become fruitful, so we 

are invited to be connected to God, who will supply all we need for fruitful lives.  

 

Prayer, reading the Scriptures, worship, and fellowship with other Jesus-

followers are all ways to ‘abide’ in God’s love. Reaching out to those who struggle 

in life - the poor, the people on the margins, the depressed, and the lonely - are 

all ways to see the fruit God at work in our lives. Both “abiding” and “fruit” are 

essential ingredients for complete joy.  

 

Meditation: 
 Lord, Thy Word abideth, 
 And our footsteps guideth; 
 Who its truth believeth 
 Light and joy receiveth.   
Henry W. Baker 
 

  

http://www.cyberhymnal.org/bio/b/a/k/baker_hw.htm
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Wednesday: When the Going gets Tough – the Tough get Going 

Acts 27:1  When it was decided that we were to sail for Italy, they transferred Paul 
and some other prisoners to a centurion of the Augustan Cohort, named 
Julius..........  

Acts 27:18  We were being pounded by the storm so violently that on the next day 
they began to throw the cargo overboard, 19  and on the third day with their 
own hands they threw the ship's tackle overboard. 20  When neither sun nor 
stars appeared for many days, and no small tempest raged, all hope of our 
being saved was at last abandoned. 21  Since they had been without food for a 
long time, Paul then stood up among them and said, "Men, you should have 
listened to me and not have set sail from Crete and thereby avoided this damage 
and loss. 22  I urge you now to keep up your courage, for there will be no loss of 
life among you, but only of the ship. 23  For last night there stood by me an 
angel of the God to whom I belong and whom I worship, 24  and he said, 'Do not 
be afraid, Paul; you must stand before the emperor; and indeed, God has 
granted safety to all those who are sailing with you.' 25  So keep up your 
courage, men, for I have faith in God that it will be exactly as I have been told.."  

 

Paul is a prisoner of the Emperor, having appealed his court case to Caesar. The 

sea trip to Rome begins peacefully with favourable weather. The crew changed 

ships after a port-stop, but then a storm came up and worsened over a period of 

days. The sailors tried to reinforce the vessel by tying cables under it, and by 

throwing everything overboard in order to lighten the load. Finally, the ship 

faced destruction on the rocks. Paul says to them: “I urge you now to keep up 
your courage” 
 

While this is a story of a physical storm, and life-threatening danger, it is a 

story that can be retold in a way that transcends its historical setting. All of us 

face storms in our lives: sometimes, like Paul, we face real physical danger from 

storms; at other times we face our inner emotional and spiritual storms that can 

be just as dangerous as the swirling wind and flashing thunder. In such moments 

we hear Paul’s words to “keep us your courage”.  This is not an exercise in 

wishful thinking, but is instead a hard-nosed decision to ‘keep the faith’. There 

are moments in life where we need to dig deep, and choose to be courageous 

even when we do not feel like it. In such moments we can ask God for strength 

to keep going in the face of the storm. 

 

Prayer: O Lord of the storm: calm my inner fear and give me courage to keep 

going. And grant me opportunity to assist where I see others caught up in their 

own storms.  For Jesus sake.  Amen.      
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Thursday: God has no Favourites 

Acts 10:25  On Peter's arrival Cornelius met him, and falling at his feet, 
worshipped him. 26  But Peter made him get up, saying, "Stand up; I am 
only a mortal." 27  And as he talked with him, he went in and found that 
many had assembled; 28  and he said to them, "You yourselves know that it 
is unlawful for a Jew to associate with or to visit a Gentile; but God has 
shown me that I should not call anyone profane or unclean. 29  So when I 
was sent for, I came without objection. Now may I ask why you sent for me?" 
30  Cornelius replied, "Four days ago at this very hour, at three o'clock, I 
was praying in my house when suddenly a man in dazzling clothes stood 
before me. 31  He said, 'Cornelius, your prayer has been heard and your alms 
have been remembered before God. 32  Send therefore to Joppa and ask for 
Simon, who is called Peter; he is staying in the home of Simon, a tanner, by 
the sea.' 33  Therefore I sent for you immediately, and you have been kind 
enough to come. So now all of us are here in the presence of God to listen to 
all that the Lord has commanded you to say." 34  Then Peter began to speak 
to them: "I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35  but in every 
nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36  
You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by 
Jesus Christ--he is Lord of all.  

 

Peter lived in a world that believed each nation had its own god. The Jewish 

people went one step further by insisting that their version of divinity was 

better than anyone else. They often claimed that they alone worshipped the 

One True God, and all other cultures followed false gods, and therefore were 

unclean.  

 

Acts Chapter 10 recounts a systematic dismantling of this belief. Peter 

discovers that the One True God of his Jewish faith communicates with 

Cornelius, who as a Roman soldier from Italy would have followed Roman culture 

in his religious faith and practice.  In amazement he acknowledges: “You know 

the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ--

he is Lord of all.” (Acts 10:36). Peter accepts that the religious beliefs and 

practices of another culture are not unclean, because they too can access the 

same God that he follows.  

 

Today many people still teach that God only pays attention to Christians - a 

belief that borders on calling all other religious faiths “unclean”. I am inviting us 

to re-learn the lesson of Peter: that all people are loved by the Creator God, 

and we dare not call anyone profane or unclean (Acts 10:28). Let us learn to 

respect and honour those of another religious belief as sons and daughters of 

God – and as our brothers and sisters. 

Prayer: Father God – teach me how to love all your children as my brothers and 

sisters – even when they believe in you in ways that I do not understand. Amen.         
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Friday: Counter-cultural Commands 

Luke 6:20  Then he looked up at his disciples and said: "Blessed are you who are 
poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. 21  "Blessed are you who are hungry 
now, for you will be filled. "Blessed are you who weep now, for you will 
laugh. 22  "Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude 
you, revile you, and defame you on account of the Son of Man. 23  Rejoice in 
that day and leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in heaven; for that 
is what their ancestors did to the prophets. 24  "But woe to you who are rich, 
for you have received your consolation. 25  "Woe to you who are full now, for 
you will be hungry. "Woe to you who are laughing now, for you will mourn 
and weep. 26  "Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their 
ancestors did to the false prophets. 27  "But I say to you that listen, Love your 
enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28  bless those who curse you, pray 
for those who abuse you. 29  If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the 
other also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even 
your shirt. 30  Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes 
away your goods, do not ask for them again. 31  Do to others as you would 
have them do to you. 32  "If you love those who love you, what credit is that 
to you? For even sinners love those who love them. 33  If you do good to those 
who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. 
34  If you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what credit is that to 
you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again. 35  But love 
your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your reward 
will be great, and you will be children of the Most High; for he is kind to the 
ungrateful and the wicked. 36  Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 37  
"Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not 
be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; 38  give, and it will be 
given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, 
will be put into your lap; for the measure you give will be the measure you 
get back."  

 

This collection of the sayings of Jesus – often called the Sermon on the Plain - 

finds a parallel in Matthew’s Sermon on the Mount (Matt 5.6 & 7).  Both 

collections are significant for the way in which we as followers of Jesus 

struggle to adhere to the instruction of our teacher. We are attracted to the 

warm, forgiving Jesus who offers compassion and care for the poor, the 

marginalized and the children. But we tend to skip the bits where Jesus 

instructs his followers to do the same: “Love your enemies, do good to those 

who hate you, bless those who curse you”(Lk 6:27) looks better when Jesus is 

doing it. When I am expected to “love your enemies, do good, and lend, 

expecting nothing in return” (Lk 6:35), it is far less attractive. 

 

The power of the gospel lies in these radical commands. Our greedy, self-

serving culture celebrates the accumulation of wealth, the abuse of power, and 

the rejection of the weak. Let us discover afresh the teachings of Jesus to live 

life with compassionate generosity and a forgiving spirit.    
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Prayer: Lord Jesus. Please disturb me out of my comfortable life, that I might 

discover your invitation to live my life in a new way. Amen.   
 
 

Saturday: Wholeness 
 
Luke 8:40-48  Now when Jesus returned, the crowd welcomed him, for they were 

all waiting for him. ...... As he went, the crowds pressed in on him.  Now there was 
a woman who had been suffering from emorrhages for twelve years; and though 
she had spent all she had on physicians, no one could cure her.  She came up 
behind him and touched the fringe of his clothes, and immediately her 
hemorrhage stopped.  Then Jesus asked, "Who touched me?" When all denied it, 
Peter said, "Master, the crowds surround you and press in on you."  But Jesus 
said, "Someone touched me; for I noticed that power had gone out from me."  
When the woman saw that she could not remain hidden, she came trembling; and 
falling down before him, she declared in the presence of all the people why she 
had touched him, and how she had been immediately healed. He said to her, 
"Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace."  

 

So ... a story full of questions. Why did this woman need to wait twelve years 

before God could heal her? Why did Jesus not notice her immediately and heal 

her? Why the public humiliation of calling her out in front of everyone – instead 

of allowing her to receive her healing and go quietly on her way?  

 

No: I am not going to be the “teacher who reveals all”. But I can draw some 

conclusions:  in my bones I suspect that this woman was shunned by the 

community because she was ritually unclean. Over the years she had not only 

been spat on, pushed off the path, and generally rejected by her village – but 

she and her community had begun to believe that God hated her. For this reason 

she had stopped asking God for her healing. And so a dramatic righting of a 

wrong is needed. It is my opinion that Jesus already knew about her healing 

before he asked the question “”Who touched me?” I think he brought her out 

into the open so that her community could witness that she was healed, and 

begin the process of welcoming her back. Jesus uses dramatic words: “you are 

well...go in peace”. These are words of wholeness – both internally and socially 

and spiritually. Here is a woman who has been restored to life in its fullest 

possible form. 

 

This is the God we follow: who seeks our fullest possible restoration – and who 

invites us to assist in the restoration of other people. 

 

Thought for reflection: If I was in that crowd – where would I have been 

standing: nearer to Jesus, or nearer to the woman?  
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Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 

10 “The Authority of God’s Word” 
The Scripture passage for the day is drawn from Reuben Job and Norman Shawchuck, A Guide to 
Prayer for Ministers and other Servants, (Nashville, The Upper Room 1983), 71.  
This reflection is from my own devotional exercises for the day.      
 

 
 


