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The Cost of  Ministry 

 
Monday: No longer my own 

 

Luke 9:57  As they were going along the road, someone said to him, "I will follow 
you wherever you go." 58  And Jesus said to him, "Foxes have holes, and 
birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head." 
59  To another he said, "Follow me." But he said, "Lord, first let me go and 
bury my father." 60  But Jesus said to him, "Let the dead bury their own 
dead; but as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God." 61  Another said, 
"I will follow you, Lord; but let me first say farewell to those at my home." 62  
Jesus said to him, "No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit 
for the kingdom of God."  

 

This is the time of the year where my Methodist tradition has what we call a 

Covenant service. This is an annual re-commitment to follow Jesus. The words 

are uncompromising: “I freely and wholeheartedly yield all things to Thy 

pleasure and disposal”. And as we say these words we sense echoes of those 

first followers of Jesus: “I will follow you, but let me first...”  How do we follow 

Jesus, and cope with the demands of our busy lives? Some of us speak of 

‘balancing’ the demands of our faith with the demands of our family and work.  

 

It would seem that Jesus cuts across this, insisting that we follow him as our 

primary loyalty. This asks that we trust him enough to believe that obeying his 

will makes us better people. Truth is, following Jesus should make us less 

selfish, more loving, and generally better members of society. But I need to 

take the first step of commitment to the Jesus way of life: 

 
I am no longer my own, but thine. 

Put me to what thou wilt, rank me with whom thou wilt. 

Put me to doing, put me to suffering. 

Let me be employed for thee or laid aside for thee, 

exalted for thee or brought low for thee. 

Let me be full, let me be empty. 

Let me have all things, let me have nothing. 

I freely and heartily yield all things to thy pleasure and disposal. 

And now, O glorious and blessed God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 

thou art mine, and I am thine. 

So be it. 

And the covenant which I have made on earth, 

let it be ratified in heaven. 

Amen. 

(as used in the Book of Offices of the British Methodist Church, 1936). 
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Tuesday: I will follow 
 
1Kings 19:19  So he set out from there, and found Elisha son of Shaphat, who was 

plowing. There were twelve yoke of oxen ahead of him, and he was with the 
twelfth. Elijah passed by him and threw his mantle over him. 20  He left the 
oxen, ran after Elijah, and said, "Let me kiss my father and my mother, and 
then I will follow you." Then Elijah said to him, "Go back again; for what 
have I done to you?" 21  He returned from following him, took the yoke of 
oxen, and slaughtered them; using the equipment from the oxen, he boiled 
their flesh, and gave it to the people, and they ate. Then he set out and 
followed Elijah, and became his servant.  

 

The Prophet Elijah invites Elisha son of Shaphat to be his student. Elisha’s 

response is one of total commitment. He says goodbye to his parents, slaughters 

his oxen, and burns his wooden yoke. Elisha has, in effect, told his parents that 

he will not fulfil his duty to care for them, and he abandons his farm. There is 

no going back. This is radical discipleship. 

 

This is the classic model of discipleship that is recorded over the many 

centuries of the Bible. Whether it is the story of Abraham, or Moses, or Peter 

James and John, each is asked to give up their familiar life and follow a new, 

unknown course in life. Let us take note of the things (and ideas) we cling to so 

tightly – they might just prevent us from the opportunity of learning new 

spiritual truths that bring us closer to God.      

 

Prayer: Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us 
O'er the world's tempestuous sea; 
Guard us, guide us, keep us, feed us, 
For we have no help but thee;   
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Wednesday: The Privilege of Suffering 

 
Philippians 1:21  For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 22  If I am to live in 

the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me; and I do not know which I prefer. 
23  I am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to depart and be with 
Christ, for that is far better; 24  but to remain in the flesh is more necessary 
for you. 25  Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain and 
continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, 26  so that I may 
share abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you again. 
27  Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, 
whether I come and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know 
that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind 
for the faith of the gospel, 28  and are in no way intimidated by your 
opponents. For them this is evidence of their destruction, but of your 
salvation. And this is God's doing. 29  For he has graciously granted you the 
privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as well-- 30  
since you are having the same struggle that you saw I had and now hear 
that I still have.  

 
Paul is in a reflective mood. He writes of living in the space between life and 

death, and of how each is an option for him. He does not cling to either, and 

lives content that everything “is God’s doing” (Phil 1:28). Then he makes the 

startling assertion that God graciously grants the privilege of suffering. 

 

But: Nobody wants to suffer – in fact we human beings do everything we can to 

avoid suffering!  Deep in our human psyche is the knowledge that we ought also 

to alleviate suffering in other people. No human being should suffer, as 

suffering debilitates the soul. So is Paul suggesting that God sends suffering? 

Not at all.  Paul is not suggesting that suffering is God’s will. Instead he says 

that if someone suffers for their faith they can choose to embrace their 

suffering as part of being a disciple. It is at this point that all of us who follow 

the way of Jesus are challenged. We can spend our time and energy complaining 

about the difficulties of being a Christian; or we can walk in the footsteps of 

the martyrs and get on with the business of living a life worthy of Jesus – who 

suffered, and died for the truth.  

 

Prayer: Lord, set me free from my fear of suffering and death, so that I might 

live life to my fullest potential. Amen     
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Thursday: The apron of humility 

1Peter 5:1  Now as an elder myself and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, as well 
as one who shares in the glory to be revealed, I exhort the elders among you 
2  to tend the flock of God that is in your charge, exercising the oversight, not 
under compulsion but willingly, as God would have you do it--not for sordid 
gain but eagerly. 3  Do not lord it over those in your charge, but be examples 
to the flock. 4  And when the chief shepherd appears, you will win the crown 
of glory that never fades away. 5  In the same way, you who are younger 
must accept the authority of the elders. And all of you must clothe yourselves 
with humility in your dealings with one another, for "God opposes the proud, 
but gives grace to the humble." 6  Humble yourselves therefore under the 
mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due time. 7  Cast all your 
anxiety on him, because he cares for you. 8  Discipline yourselves, keep alert. 
Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, looking for 
someone to devour. 9  Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that 
your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing the same kinds of 
suffering. 10  And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all 
grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, 
support, strengthen, and establish you. 11  To him be the power forever and 
ever. Amen.  

 

In 1 Peter 5:5 we read the encouragement to be clothed with humility. Here this 

letter borrows an image from the home: the exhortation is “to put on” - 

Egkomboomai) – verb more commonly used to describe the act of tying an apron 

around your waist. The reader is asked to tie humility around your waist as you 

would an apron. Humility has to do with aprons. And aprons have to do with 

service. And service has to do with one person offering help to another.  And at 

this point my South African history kicks in because my history has seen some 

being forced to become the servants of others. Black people became the 

servants of white people; poor people became the servants of the wealthy; the 

uneducated became the servants of the educated; the weak become the 

servants of the strong.  And we now live in a newly liberated country where no 

one wants to be called the servant of another!   

Jesus speaks of being amongst us as one who serves. He then continues, 

reminding those who follow him that we are to take the lead in offering service 

to humanity (Luke 22:25-27).  This is the way of a Jesus follower. For this 

reason St Paul insists that “all of you must put on the apron of humility, to serve 

one another” (1 Peter 5:5 TEV). 

Prayer: Lord: may I have opportunities to be of service – that I might become 

more like Jesus. Amen. 
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Friday: Servant Leadership 

Luke 22:24  A dispute also arose among them as to which one of them was to be 
regarded as the greatest. 25  But he said to them, "The kings of the Gentiles 
lord it over them; and those in authority over them are called benefactors. 26  
But not so with you; rather the greatest among you must become like the 
youngest, and the leader like one who serves. 27  For who is greater, the one 
who is at the table or the one who serves? Is it not the one at the table? But I 
am among you as one who serves.  

 
Jesus lived in a world where the Kings/Emperors/Governors were served by the 

people. Power was attained by force, and maintained by keeping people 

subservient. Herod stayed King of the Jews because he had Roman support. 

Caesar Augustus exerted far reaching power through conquest, and derived 

great wealth from the spoils of conquered peoples. In addition many slaves were 

acquired during the military conquests that benefitted the wealthy people of 

Rome. These are “the kings of the Gentiles” referred to by Jesus, who saw 

power as a means to living a privileged life, served by others. 

Jesus offers an alternative understanding of leaders: he invites leaders to see 

themselves as being raised up by God to serve humanity. Jesus teaches that the 

greater the leader, the greater the responsibility to be of service. This is a 

lesson that applies to every generation, for it seems that human beings are 

always tempted to see power as access to privilege – rather than opportunity to 

serve. Be challenged to today to use your power to benefit someone other than 

yourself. 

For reflection:  
Will you let me be your servant 
Let me be as Christ to you 
Pray that I might have the grace 
To let me be your servant too 
 
We are pilgrims on the journey 
We are brothers on the road 
We are here to help each other 
Walk the mile and bear the load 

(Richard Gillard) 
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Saturday: Following the Example 

John 13:4  got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around 
himself. 5  Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples' 
feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him.  

John 13:12  After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned 
to the table, he said to them, "Do you know what I have done to you? 13  You call 
me Teacher and Lord--and you are right, for that is what I am. 14  So if I, your 
Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's 
feet. 15  For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I have done to 
you. 16  Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are 
messengers greater than the one who sent them. 17  If you know these things, 
you are blessed if you do them.  

 

Today passage builds on the thought of yesterday. There are two ways of being 

a leader: one way is to tell people what they ought to do; the other is to show 

people what you mean by doing it. Jesus’ leadership was the latter. He taught 

about being of service by serving.  He then explains to his students “For I have 

set you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you” (John 13:15). 

 

My invitation this weekend is for us to talk less about what is Jesus-pleasing 

behaviour, and just get on with being faithful followers of Jesus’ example.   
 
 
For thought: 
- "Setting an example is not the main means of influencing others, it is the only 
means."  

(Albert Einstein) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 

11 “The Cost of  Ministry” 
The Scripture passage for the day is drawn from Reuben Job and Norman Shawchuck, A Guide to 
Prayer for Ministers and other Servants, (Nashville, The Upper Room 1983), 77.  
This reflection is from my own devotional exercises for the day.      
 

 


