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The Rewards of Ministry 

 

Monday: Death 

1Thessalonians 4:9  Now concerning love of the brothers and sisters, you do not 
need to have anyone write to you, for you yourselves have been taught by 
God to love one another; 10  and indeed you do love all the brothers and 
sisters throughout Macedonia. But we urge you, beloved, to do so more and 
more, 11  to aspire to live quietly, to mind your own affairs, and to work with 
your hands, as we directed you, 12  so that you may behave properly toward 
outsiders and be dependent on no one. 13  But we do not want you to be 
uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so that you 
may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 14  For since we believe that 
Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him 
those who have died. 15  For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, 
that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no 
means precede those who have died. 16  For the Lord himself, with a cry of 
command, with the archangel's call and with the sound of God's trumpet, 
will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17  Then we 
who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with 
them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever. 18  
Therefore encourage one another with these words.  

 

Paul, Silas and Timothy had begun the church in Thessalonica, the capital city of 

Roman Macedonia. This community of both Jews and Gentiles grew rapidly under 

Paul’s teaching in the synagogue (Acts 17:2). However, they had to abruptly 

break off their stay because of intense opposition from the Jews in the city 

(Acts 17:6-9). It seems that this letter - the earliest of Paul’s letters - was 

written from Corinth to encourage the fledgling church they had left behind.     

 

In the extract above Paul writes to help the new Jesus-followers live without 

fear of death.  Those who had come from a Greek culture would have feared 

death because of their belief in a journey to Hades. This required crossing the 

river Styx by negotiating with the boatman Charon, and appeasing Cereberus, 

the three-headed guard dog. Those who came from a Jewish background had no 

idea of life after death at all. The best they could hope for was a life in the 

shadows of Sheol, without personality or strength. Paul writes to reassures 

these new Christians that there will be no boatman, no dog, no dissolution into 

shadows. Instead, “the Lord himself will come down from heaven” and fetch 

both the living and the dead (1 Thes 4:16).   

 

Let us be clear – this is not some scientific explanation on what happens after 

we die. It is written to reassure the people of Thessalonica that they would not 

die alone. Jesus would be there, to carry them through death to life with God. 
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How this happened not even Paul knew – for he had not yet died! I am suggesting 

that we take our hope from Paul’s reassurance Jesus will be with us at our 

death.  “And so we will always be with the Lord” (1 Thes 4:17). 

 

Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, 

Calling for you and for me; 

See, on the portals He’s waiting and watching, 

Watching for you and for me. 

 

Refrain 

 Come home, come home, 

 You who are weary, come home; 

 Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, 

 Calling, O sinner, come home! 

Words & Music: Will L. Thompson, 

  

http://www.cyberhymnal.org/bio/t/h/thompson_wl.htm
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Tuesday: Stinking Rich 

1Timothy 6:6  Of course, there is great gain in godliness combined with 
contentment; 7  for we brought nothing into the world, so that we can take 
nothing out of it; 8  but if we have food and clothing, we will be content with 
these. 9  But those who want to be rich fall into temptation and are trapped by 
many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and 
destruction. 10  For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, and in their 
eagerness to be rich some have wandered away from the faith and pierced 
themselves with many pains. 11  But as for you, man of God, shun all this; 
pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance, gentleness. 12  Fight the 
good fight of the faith; take hold of the eternal life, to which you were called and 
for which you made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses......  

1Ti 6:17  As for those who in the present age are rich, command them not to be 
haughty, or to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but rather on God 
who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. 18  They are to do 
good, to be rich in good works, generous, and ready to share, 19  thus storing up 
for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they may 
take hold of the life that really is life.  

 

The capitalist economic system is built on persuading people to accumulate. 

Being rich is projected as the desired goal of life. Yet our Christian faith runs 

counter to this. We are encouraged to avoid loving money; to resist the desire 

to be rich as a “trap of many foolish and harmful desires”. 

 

Instead we are invited to learn to be satisfied with what we have. The desires 

that ought to capture our time and imagination are acts of generosity and good 

works. This is extremely difficult, because human beings struggle to be 

satisfied with what we have, because we continually want more.  For this reason 

followers of Jesus are encouraged to “Strive for righteousness, godliness, 

faith, love, endurance, and gentleness”.  These are the only qualities that will 

ensure peace on earth. 
 

For thought: 

“There’s class warfare, all right, but it’s my class, the rich class, that’s making 

war, and we’re winning.”  

― Warren Buffett 

Down in the human heart, crushed by the tempter, 

Feelings lie buried that grace can restore; 

Touched by a loving heart, wakened by kindness, 

Chords that were broken will vibrate once more. 

Refrain: Rescue the perishing, care for the dying, 

Jesus is merciful, Jesus will save.                Frances J. Crosby, 1869 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/756.Warren_Buffett
http://library.timelesstruths.org/music/_/Crosby_Frances_J/?sortby=author


4 
 

Wednesday: Attitude 

Philippians 3:1  Finally, my brothers and sisters, rejoice in the Lord. To write the 
same things to you is not troublesome to me, and for you it is a safeguard......  

Php 3:10  I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing 
of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, 11  if somehow I may 
attain the resurrection from the dead. 12  Not that I have already obtained 
this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my own, 
because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13  Beloved, I do not consider 
that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies 
behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14  I press on toward the 
goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 15  Let those of 
us then who are mature be of the same mind; and if you think differently 
about anything, this too God will reveal to you. 16  Only let us hold fast to 
what we have attained. 17  Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and 
observe those who live according to the example you have in us.  

 

Paul invites the Philippians to “have the same mind” (Php 3:15). The verb phroneo 

translates as “mind” or “perspective”, or “point of view” – but Good News 

translation uses “attitude”: here is the invitation to develop an attitude towards 

life. Paul says this is an attitude that lets go of the past, and looks to the 

future. 

 

In Philippians Chapter Three he suggests that past achievements do not make 

anyone more important in the present. Neither do past failures prevent future 

success. As we learn to let go of the past, we are able to discover a new future 

that is shaped by the call of God on our lives. His suggestion is that we take 

hold of life, trusting that Jesus has already taken hold of us. In other words, 

we will not fall if we reach out to the future – because Jesus has hold of us.  

 

Prayer thought: 

Simply trusting every day; 

Trusting through a stormy way; 

Even when my faith is small, 

Trusting Jesus, that is all. 

  

Refrain: Trusting as the moments fly, 

 Trusting as the days go by, 

 Trusting Him, whate’er befall, 

 Trusting Jesus, that is all. 
Edgar Page Stites (1836-1921) 

 

 

  

http://www.hymnal.net/search.php/all/author/Edgar%20Page%20Stites?t=h&n=569
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Thursday: The Entertainer 

Ezekiel 33:30  As for you, mortal, your people who talk together about you by the 
walls, and at the doors of the houses, say to one another, each to a neighbor, 
"Come and hear what the word is that comes from the LORD." 31  They come 
to you as people come, and they sit before you as my people, and they hear 
your words, but they will not obey them. For flattery is on their lips, but their 
heart is set on their gain.  32  To them you are like a singer of love songs, one 
who has a beautiful voice and plays well on an instrument; they hear what 
you say, but they will not do it. 33  When this comes--and come it will!--then 
they shall know that a prophet has been among them.  

 
Laurence Olivier was honoured as one of the best actors of the 20th Century. A 

three time Golden Globe and BAFTA winner, he was also awarded two Oscars, 

five Emmy’s, and a knighthood. Yet despite the accolades he identified most 

with his role as Archie Rice in The Entertainer - a kind of fake who, as Archie 

says, can be warm and smiling and feel nothing. "It's all tricks," Olivier told 

writer Jack Kroll1.  

 

As a preacher I completely understand this. It is all too easy to turn a sermon 

into religious entertainment. The temptation is to look for better tricks to keep 

the attention of the congregation, because, as written in Ezekiel “they hear what 

you say, but they will not do it (Eze 33:32). I suspect that this is our besetting 

failure as human beings: we want our religion to entertain us rather than to 

change our lives. 

 

Thought:  
2Timothy 4:3  For the time is coming when people will not put up with sound 
doctrine, but having itching ears, they will accumulate for themselves teachers to 
suit their own desires. 

 
. 

 

 
1 blanche-2  http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0053796/ 

http://www.imdb.com/user/ur0342623/comments?ref_=tt_urv
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Friday: Fidei Defensor 

2Timothy 1:8  Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of me his 
prisoner, but join with me in suffering for the gospel, relying on the power of God, 9  
who saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works but 
according to his own purpose and grace. This grace was given to us in Christ Jesus 
before the ages began, 10  but it has now been revealed through the appearing of 
our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought life and immortality to 
light through the gospel. 11  For this gospel I was appointed a herald and an apostle 
and a teacher, 12  and for this reason I suffer as I do. But I am not ashamed, for I 
know the one in whom I have put my trust, and I am sure that he is able to guard 
until that day what I have entrusted to him. 13  Hold to the standard of sound 
teaching that you have heard from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 
14  Guard the good treasure entrusted to you, with the help of the Holy Spirit living 
in us.  

“Hold to the standard ... guard the treasure”: these are military terms, used by the 

writer of 2 Timothy to encourage the Jesus-follower to stand firm against anything 

threatening the gospel of Jesus Christ. The student is challenged to become a 

defender of the faith. Sadly the term “Defender of the Faith” (Fidei defensor  

/feminine: Fidei defensatrix) has become one of the subsidiary  titles of the British 

monarchy, and has historically had more to do with using Christian faith to prop up the 

power of the Monarch than with upholding true Christ-like standards of teaching and 

behaviour. At its worst, defending the faith resulted in Crusading Knights rampaging 

across Europe and North Africa in the 11th, 12th and 13th centuries, killing people in the 

name of Jesus. 

 

Perhaps we can recover the term for ourselves, and become defenders of the faith as 

originally intended – by living our lives according to the “holy calling” of Jesus. The 

writer of 2 Timothy suggests that this has nothing to do with power and might, and 

everything to do with suffering and humiliation. This is a life which risks reputation, 

status and ambition for “the testimony about our Lord” (2 Ti 1:8). Let us rediscover 

our calling to be defenders of the faith through humility and love. 

Thought:  
When I survey the wondrous cross   See from His head, His hands, His feet, 
On which the Prince of glory died,   Sorrow and love flow mingled down! 
My richest gain I count but loss,   Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, 
And pour contempt on all my pride.   Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast,   Were the whole realm of nature mine, 

Save in the death of Christ my God!   That were a present far too small; 

All the vain things that charm me most,  Love so amazing, so divine, 

I sacrifice them to His blood.    Demands my soul, my life, my all. 

 
Words: Isaac Watts, Hymns and Spiritual Songs, 1707.  
Charles Wesley reportedly said he would give up all his other hymns to have written this one. 

 

http://www.cyberhymnal.org/bio/w/a/t/watts_i.htm
http://www.cyberhymnal.org/bio/w/e/s/wesley_c.htm
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Saturday: United with Christ 

Romans 6:1  What then are we to say? Should we continue in sin in order that 
grace may abound? 2  By no means! How can we who died to sin go on living in 
it? 3  Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus 
were baptized into his death? 4  Therefore we have been buried with him by 
baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory 
of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. 5  For if we have been 
united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a 
resurrection like his. 6  We know that our old self was crucified with him so that 
the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. 7  
For whoever has died is freed from sin. 8  But if we have died with Christ, we 
believe that we will also live with him. 9  We know that Christ, being raised from 
the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. 10  The 
death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 11  
So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ 
Jesus.  

 

Paul writes to the Roman Christians about sin. He begins the letter by inviting 

his readers to escape the consequences of sin through faith in Jesus 

(Justification).2 He now discusses life after forgiveness (Sanctification). He has 

moved from freedom from the penalty of sin, to freedom from the power of sin.  

 

Paul offers an invitation to live a forgiven life that is “no longer enslaved to sin”. 

He explains that this is possible when “we have been united with him” (suvmfutoi, 

sumphutoi). This union is not our achievement, but is the gift of God, gained 

through faith in Jesus. When I surrender my life to the way of Jesus, I 

discover that Jesus chooses to walk alongside me. Instead of me attempting to 

avoid the “potholes” of sin in the road, it is Jesus with me who enables me to 

spot them before I even get there.  

 

Thought: Let us focus on growing our friendship with Jesus, and allow him to 

guide us away from the potholes of a sinful life.         

 

 

 
The Sixth Sunday after Epiphany 
The Rewards of Ministry 
The Scripture passage for the day is drawn from Reuben Job and Norman Shawchuck, A Guide to 
Prayer for Ministers and other Servants, (Nashville, The Upper Room 1983), 84.  
This reflection is from my own devotional exercises for the day.     

 

 
        

 
2 Rom 1:18 – 5:21 


